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Summer is 
drawing to a close. � e Enchantment Show, 
organized by Bonnie Bryant, hung at Los 
Griegos Library in July, highlighting the col-
laboration of artists and writers around the 
theme play. Gatherings and critique groups 
have developed in Santa Fe thanks to Hester 
Bass. Chris Eboch and Kate Harrington 
have kept Albuquerque gatherings and 
critique groups current. Illustrator meetings 
have been on summer hiatus but resume in 
September. 

Fall is approaching and anticipation is 
high for our bi-annual retreat at Humming-
bird Music Camp in the Jemez Mountains, 
October 23 through 25.  � e retreat o� ers 
many opportunities for meeting and con-
necting with fellow writers and illustrators. 
Our special guest is agent Erin Murphy of 
the Erin Murphy Literary Agency. Erin will 
o� er two workshops to attendees entitled 
“Will It Fly? Determining the Merits of 
New Ideas” and “What an Agent Does and 
How to Find the Right One for You.” She 
will also o� er individual workshops (these 

Bobby the Cat, by Lois Bradley

are � lled) to work with you on a speci� c 
pitch, either oral or written. Other op-
portunities available to attendees include 
on-site critique groups and a professional 
critique (additional fee) from Roaring 
Brook Press Editor Emily Feinberg. Both 
Erin and Emily have agreed to accept sub-
missions from attendees after the event.

If you have not attended a retreat before, 
expect simple, 
rustic accom-
modations. Each 
participant will 
have an individual 
room with bed 
and washstand 
but need to bring 
linens. Bathroom 
facilities are 
shared (individual 
showers and toilet 
stalls). Meals are provided by Humming-
bird from Friday evening through Sunday 
noon. We will have co� ee available in 
the main lounge. Attendees bring snacks 
to share and folks coming early for the 
additional workday bring potluck food. 
� e end of October is a wonderful time 
to be in the mountains and the retreat will 
include plenty of time for hiking or just 
sitting in nature and contemplating our 
writing/illustrating projects.

� e retreat is wonderful opportunity for 
working, relaxing, and building profes-
sional connections in a beautiful setting. 
Registration is available on line at www.
scbwi.org. We hope to see you there.

Erin Murphey

Maggie (Moon), by Bonnie Bryant

Maggie (Stone), by Bonnie Bryant



What typically comes � rst for you: a character? An era? A 
story idea? How do you proceed from there?

Most of my stories begin with a scene, but it’s more like 
a dream sequence. I often have no idea what’s 
going on in the scene and who the characters 
are, but if it resonates at a deep level, has some 
meaning for me that I can’t – yet – put into 
words, then that becomes my mission: put this 
emotion into words. For example, the opening 
scene of SIRENS was also the � rst thing that 
came to me as I began thinking about the book, 
and that image of a wharf over the Hudson River 
at night was important but I had no idea why Jo 
was throwing medals into the water or why she 
was there, or even who she really was. Water, of 
course, became a motif, and Jo’s gesture was a 
metaphor for her to let go of the past.

As soon as I decide to go forward from my key scene, I fo-
cus on the character. I spend a lot of time thinking about my 
protagonist and my antagonist, although I do so very organi-
cally, because a great deal of what I learn comes through the 
drafting, since I’m a pantser. I write a lot of stu�  that changes 
or goes away but that helps me discover who my character is 
and what she needs. My protagonist – her attitudes, behav-
ior, dreams, desires – always drives my stories, not the other 
way around. When I write historical � ction it doesn’t change 
the fact that readers want stories that help them reach into 
their buried dreams, and they do that by identifying with the 
character.

What kinds of sources do you use? 

I use a number of sources, everything from primary on. I 
read novels written in the period because they tend to mimic 

the voice of their era, and contain details that I can use. I 
look for period costumes in pattern books and magazines 
of the times – which often reveal nice details like “hunting 

costumes” or the layers of undergarments. I do visit 
museums for visuals. And I try to � nd anything 
that will add nuance to the era I write about. In 
SIRENS, which is set in the 1920s, I wanted more 
than the usual � apper/gangster/Prohibition stu� , 
and while listening to the radio one night, I heard a 
discussion about the Spiritualism movement of the 
1920s, and thought “that’s it.”

But my favorite resource, depending upon the 
era, is period newspapers. � ey are available on line, 
and I love perusing the society column and the ads, 
in particular. From those I can harvest a feeling 
for what people were dreaming about – what they 

wanted, aspired to acquire, and how much that might cost. 
And how the “society” behaved, which the lower classes might 
desire to emulate, or rebel against. Again, it comes down to 
individual desires and dreams.

At what point do you feel comfortable beginning to 
draft? How does your research continue once you begin 
writing?

I draft almost right away, because I start with that dream 
and character. I research as I go. � at’s because I’m usually too 
impatient to start the story-telling to do research � rst! So I’ll 
write until I reach a point where I need to answer a question, 
like “what was the � u pandemic like?” or “what was hap-
pening in Chinatown then?” And then I’ll research, which is 
easy in this internet era. Other details – the sensory stu�  that 
comes from place – I’ll either tap from memory and experi-
ence, or go to that place and soak it up. Or watch videos or 
comb through photographs, since I’m a very visual person.
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Caroline Starr Rose 
New Mexico Assistant Regional Advisor

Straight from the Source: 
Janet Fox

Sirens, by Janet Fox

Straight from the Source is an ongoing series of interviews 
with authors of historical fi ction. See more at 

www.carolinestarrrose.com. 

Article continued following page

Janet Fox writes award-winning � ction and non-� ction for children of all ages. Her 2010 young adult debut novel, FAITHFUL, 
was an Amelia Bloomer List pick, and was followed in 2011 by a companion novel, FORGIVEN, a Junior Library Guild selection 
and WILLA Literary Award Finalist. Her newest YA novel, SIRENS launched in November 2012; the Kirkus reviewer said in part, 
“SIRENS is a celebration of girl power, sisterhood, and hope for the future.” Janet is a 2010 graduate of the MFA/Writing for Chil-
dren and Young Adults program at Vermont College of Fine Arts and a former high school English teacher. Janet and her family live in 
Bozeman, Montana, where they enjoy the mountain vistas.



I never spend much time researching in advance, because 
the story comes to me way before I know where and when to 
place it.

What’s your favorite thing about writing historical � ction?

I do love history. It was my favorite subject in high school. I 
like the echoes and resonant desires, I like especially the some-
what mythic historic elements – things like Robin Hood, or 
the Roman conquest, or the western expansion in America. I 
like taking history and turning over the rocks to discover the 
personal and small within historical times. I love the idea of 
having a character hear a famous speech or witness an histori-
cal event, and then interpret it at the scale of an individual 
lifetime.

Has your research ever a� ected the overall thrust of your 
book? How so?

Always, but in unexpected fashion. In researching FAITH-
FUL, I learned that in the early 1900s there were still highway 
robberies taking place in Yellowstone Park, and tourists were 
relieved of their possessions, but thought this was highly 

romantic and exciting, so I worked that experience into the 
novel – and it became crucial to both FAITHFUL and FOR-
GIVEN. In researching FORGIVEN I learned of the import-
ing of young – very young – Chinese girls who were sold into 
terrible slavery in San Francisco, and this became my protago-
nist’s larger goal, to free some of these girls. So while I have 
my core emotion and my character’s desire up front, I often 
� nd historical details that will bolster the story in unexpected 
ways.

Why is historical � ction important?

� at old adage about being condemned to repeat the things 
we don’t learn the � rst time is true, and there are lots of his-
torical moments I wouldn’t care to repeat. Historical � ction 
makes history more accessible, especially to young people. It 
personalizes history, and sheds a di� erent spotlight on details, 
and can bring into focus comparisons between today’s events 
and historical events. Plus, well-written historical � ction is 
just plain fun to read.

www.carolinestarrrose.com
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Straight From � e Source, continued

Seeds of Freedom: � e Peaceful Integra-
tion of Huntsville, Alabama (Candlewick 
Press) by Santa Fe member Hester Bass 
has received a Parents’ Choice Silver 
Honor and will represent Alabama 
in the Pavilion of the States at the 
2015 National Book Festival, where 
Hester will autograph the maps and 
distribute wild� ower seeds. � e 
book was also featured in the Los 

Angeles Times, and Hester will be appear-
ing this fall at the International Day of Peace in Rock-

ford, Illinois; Southern Festival of Books in Nashville; NCTE 
conference in Minneapolis; and on faculty o� ering a writer’s 
intensive and workshops at the SCBWI-Southern Breeze fall 
conference in Birmingham, Alabama.

MEMBER NEWS!

Ava and the Monsters released! 
Phillip Cortez was born and raised 
in El Paso, Texas and have been 
writing professionally in some 
form for the last 20 years. His 
work has been published at the 
University of San Francisco and 
various magazines. Ava & the 
“Monsters” is his third chil-
dren’s book and is inspired by 
his daughter, Ava, and her wild 
imagination and adventurous spirit. Phillip and 
his wife, Patty, are the proud parents of four children - Ivan, 
Cameron, Ava and Zoe. A four-legged, � fth edition to the 
family is currently under consideration.

Congratulations to Hester Bass Congratulations to Phillip Cortez

Kimberley’s novel, � e Time of the Fire� ies (Scholas-
tic), will be on the Kansas William Allen White Children’s 
Choice Award Middle-Grade list for the school year 2016-
2017. 

In addition to Kimberley’s good news above, this past 
week, Forbidden was named a Top 10 YA Romance novel 

by BOOKLIST for 2015. http://www.booklistonline.com/
Top-10-Romance-Fiction-for-Youth/pid=7705180

A few weeks ago BOOKLIST also named it a Top 10 
YA Historical for 2015. http://www.booklistonline.com/
Top-10-Historical-Fiction-for-Youth-2015-Cooper-Ilene/
pid=7416002

Congratulations to Kimberley Griffiths Little
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Upcoming Shop Talks (formerly called schmoozes)
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October 13 
PiBoIdMo (Picture Book Idea Month)

Have you tried National Novel Writing Month, or a similar 
challenge, such as NaBoPicWriMo (National Picture Book 
Writing Month)? What are the advantages and disadvantages 
to trying to write a novel in a month, or a picture book a day 
for a month? Join the discussion and share your experiences.

November 10
Let’s Talk Turkey

Talk turkey de� nition: To talk serious business; to talk 
frankly. Few people strike it rich in children’s literature, but 
it is possible to make a living as a writer. � inking of writing 
as a business means looking beyond the highly competitive 
markets of picture books and novels. Chris Eboch shares the 

real numbers behind earning a living wage. She’ll show exactly 
where the money comes from over several years, discuss what 
decisions led to an increase in income, and explore how to 
reach some of the less obvious markets.

December 8 
Holiday Party and Book Discussion

What books are you looking forward to giving as gifts this 
holiday season? Bring your favorites to share. (Writers and il-
lustrators, you are welcome to bring copies of your own books 
to show o� !).

To celebrate the holiday season and the end of another year, 
we’ll start our Shop Talk at 6 PM at the North Domingo Baca 
Multigenerational Center. Bring food or drink to share as a 
potluck. 

Illustrator Events
North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, 7521 Carmel Ave NE, Albuquerque, NM  87113

Illustrator Meeting Schedule: 
5pm: Flying Star Café at Paseo del Norte and Wyoming. 
(Optional)
6pm: North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center
7pm: North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center for 
local Shop Talk. (Optional)

October 13
5:30pm: Illustrator Meeting at North Domingo Baca Multi-
generational Center, Rm 7
7:00pm: Shop Talk at North Domingo Baca Multigenera-
tional Center (Optional)

We're in for another special treat this month! Local mem-
ber, Bonnie Bryant, will do a gouache demo for us! Bonnie 
did a presentation on gouache (opaque watercolor) for us last 
year, her sample paintings and illustrations were so amazing, 
and so many people asked to see just how she did it, that it 
prompted us to plan several media demos this year — and 
now it's Bonnie's turn to share her process and best tips for 
working with gouache, at last!

PLEASE NOTE: � is meeting is at a special time! We will 
need to start our meeting a little early, so we'll skip 

our social/dinner hour at � e Flying Star and will be kick-
ing o�  our meeting at 5:30pm—in our usual space, room 
7 — 7521 Carmel NE, Albuquerque, NM 87113 (Corner of 
Wyoming and Carmel)

RSVP Melinda: illustrators@scbwi-nm.org by noon on 
Monday, October 12th.

November 10
2015 Recap and 2016 Planning Meeting!
Let’s get together at the usual time and place and talk about 

how 2015 went for each of us and the group. How was the 
Enchantment Show? What should we change or keep the 
same for 2016? As always, bring works-in-progress to share 
and/or group critique.

December 
We do not usually meet in December. See Holiday Party 

Announcement above!
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Connie Griffi n
Children’s Book Specialist
Bookworks

I was shopping for book project supplies the other evening 
and became tangled in webs of  spiders, bats, and smiling 
pumpkins as bolts of fabric screamed, “Halloween costume - 
me , me,  me!”  By the time I reached the harvest patterns, I 
was overwhelmed. I had to “sleep on it” as  my mother would 
say when a big decision was pending.  At the check out the 
clerk had to  remind me that it was the beginning of Septem-
ber not already October. I had just turned in my  October 
events calendar to our Marketing Director so I was happily 
skipping into a new month  just not the correct month.

October at Bookworks does have a lot to look forward to.  I 
will need that costume because we  will be holding two Hal-
loween celebrations.  But before those dates arrive, I have a 
full schedule  of book clubs. 

I am starting a book club for mid school readers.  We will 
be reading the Young Adult Nominee  titles (grades 6-9)  for 
the Land of Enchantment Book Awards.  We are starting the 
with the Glass Sentence by S.E. Grove. My goal is to have 
several book clubs and opportunities for people across the life 
span to come  together in a community book setting to share 
ideas. I have the Coloring and Co� ee Klatch for grown ups. 
Bring a co� ee mug, coloring book, and colors for an hour or 
so of calming conversation and coloring.

� e Reading Purls Knitting Group for Grown Ups. In Octo-
ber we will be reading a Miss Marple  mystery. Bring knitting 
or crocheting project to work stitch on as we talk. 

� e Austen Project Book cCub. Using the Austen Project Jane 
Austen in a modern voice books as our starting point we will 
be branching o�  into books about Jane Austen as well.  

Our monthly American Girl, Magic Tree House, and Teen 
book clubs continue and story time for the very young is a 
lively dash of song and stories every week.

Don’t be surprised to see stacks of groceries on our shelves 
in October. Bookworks is joining with independent booksell-
ers across the country to help families in need receive food.  
It is a national e� ort by Macmillan Publishing and award 
winning author Katherine Applegate. She has a new book, 
Crenshaw, which is about a boy going into � fth grade, whose 
imaginary friend, Crenshaw, reappears in his life when his 
family is struggling with � nancial problems that force them 
from their home. We will also have red collection barrels from 
Roadrunner Food Bank who we are partnering with to collect 
food.

Amanda, our Marketing Director, keeps our website cal-
endar up to date.  She has the details posted.  If you have a 
book club idea you want to suggest please email me.  Several 
of these groups have started from a “wouldn’t it be fun to...” 
conversation with fellow readers. 

Connie
Connie Gri�  n
Children’s Book Specialist, Bookworks
bkwrks.com           kids@bkwrks.com 

The Book 
Shelf

October 23-25 • Hummingbird Music Camp

Our guest and faculty person for this year’s Fall Retreat 
will be Erin Murphy of the Erin Murphy Literary Agency. 
Erin will be part of our writing community during this 

weekend. She will 
present workshops 
on Saturday and 
Sunday mornings 
and will accept 
submissions from 
attendees after the 
retreat. � e Erin 
Murphy Agency is 

a top-selling agency in the 
� eld of children’s and YA 
literature and is closed to 
submissions except through 
conferences and referrals. 
Registration will be lim-
ited to approximately 25 
people. Hope to see you 
there!  

Register Online http://
newmexico.scbwi.org/
regional-o� erings/events/

~Still A Few Spaces Left~
SCBWI-NM FALL RETREAT, 2015

SEPT-NOV 2015
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Santa Fe Shop Talks are usually held on the second Sat-
urday of each month. 

Mark your calendars! Due to out-of-town commitments, 
at this time there is no Santa Fe Shop Talk scheduled 
for October. Shop Talks will continue from 1-3 p.m. 
through the end of the year on November 14: “Editor or 
Agent? Tips to Decide” about contrasting the bene� ts of 
approaching an editor or an agent with your work, and 
on December 12: “Where to Go From Here? Plotting A 
Career” about setting short- and long-term goals, at which 
time we’ll also evaluate whether to continue Santa Fe Shop 
Talks in 2016. 

Directions: From St. Michael’s Drive, turn into the 
Main Entrance to the Santa Fe University of Art and 
Design. Stop at the guard house and let them know 
you’re coming to an event at the SW Annex. Turn 
right at the stop sign onto Alumni Drive. Follow 

around to the left and take the � rst left turn going behind 
the Garson � eatre, as if you’re going to the Fogelson 
Library. As you face the Library, the SW Annex is on your 
right. � ere is plenty of free parking. No food or drinks 
are allowed. Many thanks to the Santa Fe University of Art 
and Design! 

Questions? Contact Hester Bass through her website: 
www.hesterbass.com - thank you!

SANTA FE Shop Talks

Cricket and Spider Magazine 
Call for Submissions

Both of these magazines are look-
ing for stories, poetry, and non� ction 
exploring the theme of Knights and 
Castles. “We seek not only traditional 
historical � ction and legends, but 
also stories with a contemporary 
spin -- realistic � ction about a 
modern quest or metaphorical 
“knight” or fantasy � ction or sci-
� . We especially welcome twists 
on traditional character roles -- 
a girl who pretends to be a boy 
to become a knight, or a bold 

youth who doesn’t want to be a knight 
like his father but aspires to be a court musician 

or jester. Exploring di� erent cultures within this theme 
-- such as a friendship between a Christian and a Muslim 
in Moorish Spain -- can be especially rich. Humor, too, is 
always welcome. And remember: Here there be dragons!” 
Deadline: October 26, 2015 

https://cricketmag.submittable.com/submit/17789
https://cricketmag.submittable.com/submit/17817

*Please note, this is not an SCBWI publication

Publishing Opportunity

Join us to share and receive feedback on a project from 
picture book to young adult. Or are you hesitant to 
submit a newsletter article? A blog post? Have you put o�  
sending that query because it doesn’t sound quite good 
enough? 

Plus something new! Time permitting, inspired by Lisa 
May’s September Shop Talk presentation, we’ll add a short 
writing exercise to help us all break free of our writing 
boxes.

If you wish to share, please bring 5 copies of 5 pages 
(maximum) double-spaced.

Saturday, October 17, 2015, Noon to 2:00 p.m., 
Erna Ferguson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

Third Saturday 
Critique Group

You are never too old to set 
another goal or to dream a 
new dream.
              C. S. Lewis

SEPT-NOV 2015
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However, most libraries and bookstores shelve children’s 
� ction by target age range, sometimes with hardcover and 
paperback separated. In other words, you’ll � nd the picture 
books together, the “learn to read” books together, and the 
middle grade novels together. Books for teenagers may be in 
a separate area, as teenagers may not want to be seen in the 
children’s section. Non� ction often has its own shelves. 

Books do not necessarily have to � t into a clear genre. � ey 
may cross genres, as in a novel that combines mystery, fantasy, 
and romance. Genre categories should not be seen as a restric-
tion. Still, it can be helpful to identify the genre of what you 
are writing. You may need this at several points in the writing 
and publishing process:

When you are reading other books, so you can get a good 
feel for books in the genre you want to write. If you want to 
write fantasy, it helps to know what’s been done and what 
kids love.

When you’re planning your book, so you can make sure it 
� ts the appropriate genre. Will your book establish its genre 
quickly and stick to it throughout?

When you’re writing and editing your book, so you can 
make sure you stay on track. For example, if your goal is to 
write humor, is the book humorous throughout? If you are 
writing a mystery, is that the primary plot, with a strong 
climax and the mystery solved at the end?

When you are researching and querying agents or editors. 
Make sure you are sending to people who like that genre, and 
let them know what genre your book is. Queries that claim 
“My book is everything to every-
one” do not impress agents.

When you are publishing and 
marketing your book. If you are 
self-publishing, you’ll need to write 
the book description in a way 
that will attract the right readers. 
Regardless of how you publish, 
you’ll want to share information 
on your website, on social media, 
and in person. Telling people 
“� is is a picture book biography 
for early elementary” or “� is is 
a humorous middle grade mys-
tery” helps them grasp the idea 
immediately. 

(� is article was adapted from a chapter in You Can Write 
for Children: How to Write Great Stories, Articles, and 
Books for Kids and Teenagers.)

Works of literature can be categorized by genre, although 
the categories are not clearly de� ned and distinct. Here are 
some possible genres:

Many of these genres can be subdivided. For example, non-
� ction includes biographies, history, science, and much more. 
Fantasy includes stories set in our modern world but using 
magical elements (the Harry Potter series); “high fantasy” set 
in a � ctional world, often with characters such as wizards and 
goblins (� e Hobbit); historical fantasy set in a realistic past 
time; time travel; and legends, fables, and fairy tales. Some 
people would include stories about ghosts, mind reading, or 
other supernatural talents/events within fantasy, while oth-
ers would call paranormal a separate category. Technically, 
“picture book” refers to the format rather than the genre. A 
picture book could also � t into one of the genres above.

Your local library or bookstore may have special shelves 
for adult mystery, romance, science � ction, and fantasy. � is 
helps fans of a particular genre � nd books that suit them. 
Other � ction may be grouped together on the general � ction 
shelves. � is could include everything from “literary” novels 
(often more serious, realistic novels with a focus on dramatic 
language) to smaller genres that don’t get dedicated shelf space 
(historical � ction, humor, adventure) to mainstream genre 
titles. Some libraries may only separate out the paperback 
genre � ction, while hardcover titles are all shelved together by 
author name. 

Books for children and teenagers are not as often separated 
by genre, as kids tend to read across genres. Some children’s 
bookstores, or bookstores with large children’s sections, will 
separate out teen books in certain genres, such as fantasy. 

A Note on Genre

Realistic Fiction
Humorous Fiction
Historical Fiction
Mystery, � riller, or Suspense
Action and Adventure
Fantasy

Science Fiction
Horror
Non� ction
Creative Non� ction
Poetry

Chris Eboch
Shop Talk Coordinator
Children’s Book Author



Editors note:  While all the information in our newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge, always double-check!  SCBWI 
New Mexico cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions.  We are always interested in upcoming info, news from members, 

articles, anything that space (and good taste) permits.  Feel free to email information or comments to Lois Bradley at 
newsmessenger@scbwi-nm.org. 
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Strange things walk abroad…are you one of them? � is 
is Betsy James’s infamous 6-week course in otherworldly 
writing: science � ction, fantasy, horror, and anything else on 
earth or o�  it. Far from giving you nightmares, these rigorous, 
fun sessions get you thinking, critiquing, and working like a 
writer. In weird-and-weekly assignments of 1000 words or less 
you’ll explore quirks and craft, learn respectful peer critique, 
and develop a writerly camaraderie with an assortment of fel-
low oddballs—who may become part of your support system, 
since you’ll also learn how to conduct your own critique 
group. Register early! Class is limited to 10 students. 

Betsy James is the author-illustrator of sixteen books and 
many stories for adults, teens, and children. Her latest novel, 
Listening at the Gate, is a Tiptree Award Honor Book and a 
New York Times Best Book for the Teen Age. Visit her on the 
web at: BetsyJames.com and ListeningAt� eGate.com. 

Location: SouthWest Writers O�  ce. $240 SWW members, 
$250 Osher members, $290 non-members. Click here to reg-
ister online. Call the SWW O�  ce (505-830-6034) or sign up 
at a monthly meeting to register o�  ine. For directions to the 
class, go here.* Please note, this is not an SCBWI sponsored class; 
however, Betsy James is a long-time SCBWI-NM member!

SWW (SouthWest Writers) no longer charges a visitor fee to attend meetings! Check out 
their schedule for information and topics at http://www.southwestwriters.com/

Weirdness: Writing the Shadow Season
A 6-Week Class with Betsy James

� ursdays: October 15, 22, 29 and November 5, 12, 19 5:45 pm to 7:45 pm

Bonnie Bryant


