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Your RA
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Linda Tripp
New Mexico Regional Advisor

As autumn approaches, we are 
looking forward to cooler weather, 
continued rain, and the return of our 
New Mexico Handsprings conference .  
Conferences offer wonderful oppor-
tunities to hone craft, network with 
fellow authors, and meet profession-
als from the industry .  This year our 
conference faculty includes Patti Ann 
Harris, Little Brown; Sara Megibow, 
Nelson Literary Agency; and Julie 
Ham Bliven; Charlesbridge .  Unfor-
tunately, Diane Muldrow of Random 
House had to withdraw but, fortu-
nately, Liza Baker, Senior Editor at 
Little Brown graciously stepped in to 
replace her .

Registration at the conference will 
include a Friday night social to meet 
the faculty .  Saturday will be a day 
packed with information as each 
professional speaks about her house, 
about the kinds of manuscripts they 
look for, and their submission process .  
We will have a First Impressions panel 
with our editors, agent and art director 
responding to submissions from writ-
ers and illustrators .  Work will be pre-
sented anonymously and faculty will 

respond “off the cuff .”  The intent of this exercise 
is not to provide individual feedback but rather to 
illustrate how an editor, art director, or agent cold 
reads a submission .   On Saturday afternoon each 
faculty member will present a fifty-minute break-
out session on the craft of writing . Each session will 
be repeated once so that conference registrants may 
choose two .

Bookworks will operate the conference bookstore 
on Saturday .  PAL members attending the confer-
ence and faculty will have the opportunity to have 
their more recent publications available for sale .  
Registration deadline for this feature will be early so 
that Bookworks has time to order the listed books .

Individuals wishing to have a more in-depth 
critique may choose that at an additional cost .  
Each editor, agent and art director has agreed to 
review and provide a professional response to 10 
submissions from attendees .  Our professionals 
have specified the type of submission (picture book, 
YA, etc .) to which they wish to respond .  Critiques 
will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis to 
the appropriate professional until all slots are taken .  
This option is only available with full conference 
registration and has an early deadline planned to 
allow faculty plenty of time to review work and 
prepare responses .  If you choose this option, you 
will receive written feedback at the end of the 
conference .

Registration will be through the SCBWI website 
and will go live on July 30 .  Individuals registering 
may choose to pay through PayPal or may down-
load the materials and do a mail-in registration .  
However, mail-in registrations are not final until all 
materials are received .

We hope to see you at the Handsprings Confer-
ence on October 24 and 25, 2014, at the Ramada 
Inn  at Eubank and I-40 .

Tomoko Krimgen



April and May were busy for me . In 
six weeks I gave seventeen presenta-
tions at six different schools . If you are 
an author or aspiring author, it’s never 
too early to plan ahead for visits of your 
own . Here are some tips on preparing 
school visits, from start to finish:

Plan:
What in the world will you talk about?
What age group will your presentation(s) best be suited for?
Will your presentation work best in a small (classroom) or 

large (assembly) setting?
How long will your presentation run?
Will you need props or technical equipment?
What will you charge?
Will you offer free visits? If yes, what will 

your guidelines be (a certain number a year, 
for example, or free visits to your children’s 
schools)?

These are just a few of the things you 
need to consider before scheduling your first 
event . If you’re not sure just exactly how to 
create a presentation, look to your book for 
inspiration . Think through topics, settings, 
characters or themes and see what ideas naturally arise . You 
can also mine experiences from your own life . Perhaps you 
have a unique background or skill that can be the basis for a 
school visit . As long as you connect your presentation to read-
ing and writing in some way, there are limitless directions you 
can take .

Be Professional:
Once your planning is well underway, it’s time to present 

yourself to the world at large . I’ve posted here once before 
about school visits, and that post covers several ways you can 
do this in your community . Today my focus will be on your 
author website and/or blog .

Be sure to devote an easily discoverable page to author 
visits . Give a brief overview of topics (ideally you’ll have more 
than one) . It’s also helpful to include what kind of setting 
(small or large) and age groups your presentation is best suited 
for . Here’s my page as an example .
http://carolinestarrrose .com/author-visits/
Should you include fees on your presentation page? That’s 

entirely up to you . You can read more here as to why I’ve 
chosen to do so .
http://project-middle-grade-mayhem .blogspocom/2013/06/
school-visits-101-by-caroline-starr-rose .html

Pick Brains:
Check in with author friends who are more experienced 

and ask them for advice . This is how I learned I needed a City 
of Albuquerque business license and an Albuquerque Public 
Schools vendor number . I also found out I would have to pay 
gross receipts tax for any visits conducted within the state 
of New Mexico . If you’re not sure what official steps might 
be required of you in your state, I’d start by talking to other 
authors in your community . If you have no connections there, 
check with your city and state government or with the schools 
in your area .

One author friend gave me an incredibly useful school visit 
contract she created, which I’ve adapted to best suit me . The 

contract covers what the author commits to 
doing, when and where the event will take 
place, the author’s fee, a Plan B for unfore-
seen illness or weather issues, and ways the 
school can best prepare for the visit . It’s 
gold . If you’d like a copy, I’d be happy to 
email you one .  (carolinestarr@yahoo .com)

Practice:

Your presentation is ready . Your author 
visits page is up and running . A school has 

scheduled you for an event . Now what?
Practice, practice, practice! Know your material . In other 

words . . .

Prepare:
If you need special props or materials, be sure to organize 

everything ahead of time . If you plan to create a powerpoint 
presentation, be sure you’ve checked with the school to see if 
they have access to an LCD projector or SmartBoard . If you’re 
working on a Mac, it would be wise to buy an adapter, as not 
all schools use Apple products .

Look up the school’s address . Pack your bags . Have every-
thing ready to go . So that you can be…

Prompt:
Don’t dash around madly the day of your event, remember-

ing the last school you visited didn’t have an extension cord 
and perhaps you should swing by Wal-Mart on your way 
across town, and after you get back on the road turn on the 
wrong street, miss the school’s entrance, and get lost finding 
the front office . 

Summer 20142 SCBWI New Mexico News Messenger

Caroline Starr Rose  
New Mexico Assistant Regional Advisor

Planning, Preparing, and “Performing” School Visits

Caroline Starr Rose, continued next page
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August 12: Getting There from Here: Creative Orga-
nization and the Writing Process with Betsy James

Do you wish there were a way to Google the map of your 
Inner Earth? Be grateful there isn’t . The joyous all-over-the-
place-ness of the imagination ensures that your wayfinding 
will be fresh and outside the box . Still, each explorer needs 
a compass; a generalized map with the heads-up, “Here Be 
Dragons”; and the camaraderie of travelers’ tales . Join author-
illustrator Betsy James for a conversation about writers’ ways, 
means, and paths through the woods . 

Betsy James is the award-winning author-illustrator of 
sixteen books for children and young adults . Her latest title, 
Listening at the Gate, is a New York Public Library Best Book 
for Teens and a Tiptree Award Honor Book .

http://www .listeningatthegate .com
http://www .betsyjames .com

September 9: First Page Critique 
Are you planning on signing up for a critique at our confer-

ence, or sending in your first page for the “First Impressions 
Panel”? Or maybe you just want to know if your story is 
getting off to a good start . Bring a copy of your first page 
(double-spaced, no more than 300 words) for feedback from 
your peers . If you would prefer to be anonymous, simply 
don’t include your name .

October 14: Networking
The conference is coming! How do you prepare to network 

with other writers and illustrators, and the editors, agents, and 
art director? We’ll go over tips for behaving at the confer-
ence, and how to follow up afterward . We’ll also discuss other 
means of networking in person and online .

November 11

The publishing process, from finished draft to published book .

Upcoming Schmoozes
Our former meeting location, Alamosa Books, has closed its doors. Our NEW meeting location will begin in August at North  
Domingo Baca Classroom 7,North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center, 7521 Carmel Ave NE, Albuquerque, NM  87113

Ahem . I know no one who’s done that .
You’ll probably be a bit keyed up to begin with . It’s really 

helpful (and saves on the sanity) if you give yourself a bit of 
extra time . Plan for busy traffic, faulty Google Map direc-
tions, or trouble finding the visitors’ parking lot .

Play it cool:
You will at some point have technical difficulties .
Office staff might have no idea where to direct you .
Some days kids will be rowdy .

Other times the payment the school has committed to have 
ready the day of your visit (in your contract, right?) won’t be 
there .

Repeat after me: go with the flow .  Ask for help if neces-
sary . Wing it if your projector acts up (you prepared ahead of 
time, remember?) . Correct those kids who are squirrelly, or 
ask teachers to help you out . If there are payment issues, be 
gracious and understanding . It will all work out in the end .

 www .carolinestarrrose .com

Caroline Starr Rose, continued from page 2

Bonnie Bryant

SCBWI Summer Conference 
Has Sold Out, But...

You can follow the action on twitter 
and on our official conference blog! 
Follow along virtually at: http://scb-
wiconference.blogspot.com/  And by 
following @scbwi and the hashtag: 
#LA14SCBWI on Twitter

MAP Calendar

http://scbwiconference.blogspot.com
http://scbwiconference.blogspot.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/7521+Carmel+Ave+NE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87113/@35.1777138,-106.5608234,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x872275c8eef35d3f:0xfda99c81652422c1
http://newmexico.scbwi.org/regional-offerings/events/
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Illustrator Events

Writers are often advised to find 
their voice . But readers too have a 
voice to share . In the literal sense, 
reading aloud can go beyond the 
picture book! 

Elementary and mid school 
books are just waiting for a reader 
and audience . I recently read Zane 

and the Hurricane by Rodman Philbrick, to a grown up 
friend of mine who for health reasons is having trouble read-
ing . He enjoyed the story experience and being part of the 
book community again . 

For me it was fun to practice my reading aloud skills . I 
realized the other day when I saw the book on the shelf in the 
store I have a different kind of relationship to it than to books 
I have read silently to myself . I know, it’s odd, but I felt like 
the characters wanted to open the cover and jump out and see 
where they were and what was going on . 

I am planning to incorporate more reading aloud segments 
into elementary age book clubs at the store . I do read aloud 
sometimes at our American Girl Book Club . I am going to 
make that a regular feature . . .a couple of chapters during snack 
maybe . I am even pondering a book club on the grown up 
side at which one book would be read aloud, sort of like Dick 
Estell on the Radio Reader, which I listen to whenever I can . 

Summer is still young, why not choose a book, and read 
aloud to your any age child or return the favor and read to 
your parents, grandparents, or perhaps an elderly neighbor

The garden, and stories are  
calling to you . . .

Connie Griffin 
Children’s Book Specialist 
Bookworks
kids@bkwrks .com

Finding Your Reading Voice

Tomoko Krimgen

Our former meeting location, Alamosa Books, has closed 
its doors. Our NEW meeting location will be at North Do-

mingo Baca Multigenerational Center, 7521 Carmel Ave NE, 
Albuquerque, NM  87113

MAP

August 12: No Meeting (Summer Hiatus)

But, hey… there’s still a schmooze, come join us! 7pm at 
North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center .

September 9: Discussion and Demo - Gouache

  Local illustrator Bonnie Bryant will lead a discussion and 
demo on painting with gouache . As always, bring works-in-
progress to share and/or group critique . 

October 14: Getting Ready for the  
Handsprings Conference?

 Come and discuss preparations, the in’s and out’s of con-
ference going, and works- and/or portfolios-in-progress!

November 11: 2014 Recap and  
2015 Planning Meeting!

Let’s get together at the usual time and place and talk about 
how 2014 went for each of us and the group . How was the 
Enchantment Show? How was the Handsprings Conference? 
Did anyone go to a National Conference in LA? How has the 
Schmooze-combined meeting-time worked for everyone? What 
should we change or keep the same for 2015? As always, bring 
works-in-progress to share and/or for group critique .

SCBWI-NM Illustrators generally meet in Albuquerque 
at 5:00/6:00pm on the second Tuesday of each month at 
varying locations.  To RSVP, or for any questions, please 
contact the SCBWI-NM Illustrator Coordinator at  
illustrators@scbwi-nm.org.

Illustrator Meeting Schedule: 
5pm: Flying Star Café at Paseo del Norte 
and Wyoming . (Optional)
6pm: North Domingo Baca Multigenera-
tional Center
7pm: North Domingo Baca Multigenera-
tional Center for local Schmooze .  
(Optional)

SCBWI New Mexico News Messenger
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I just had an unexpected sur-

prise from Amazon author support 
regarding my YA romance, ROSE-
MARY’S GLOVE by Shirley Raye 
Redmond:

I’m very happy to let you know that 
Rosemary’s Glove has been selected by 
the Kindle editors to be included in 
our Summer Romance Event! This 
promotion will feature 200 Kindle 
Romance Books for $1.99 each, and 
will be running through 8/4.

Shirley Raye Redmond
New editions of The 

Secret World of Walter 
Anderson by Hester Bass 
will arrive in hardback 
and paperback on 
August 5 as part of the 
Candlewick Biogra-
phies series .The original 
picture book (winner of 
the NCTE Orbis Pictus 
Award) will still be avail-
able . Hester’s upcom-
ing book Seeds of Freedom: The Peaceful Integration of 
Huntsville, Alabama (Candlewick Press) was just cho-
sen by the Junior Library Guild for February 2015 .

Hester Bass

http://www.amazon.com/b?ie=UTF8&node=7516339011

Naomi Rose
Some good news!  “Where Snow 

Leopard Prowls, Wild Animals of 
Tibet” written and illustrated by 
Naomi C . Rose won the Finalist 
Award in the “Children’s Picture 
Book: Hardcover Non-Fiction” 
category of the 2014 International 
Book Awards!!!

Lois Ruby
The newest book by Lois Ruby, a 

gently spooky middle-grade novel, 
has launched! It’s called THE DOLL 
GRAVEYARD, published by Scholastic 
in their new “Horrors” series . 

Sally Blakemore

Enjoy a few drawings from Sally’s 
new book Human Beings, Balboa 
Press . 90 illustrations, 245 pages, de-
signed in black and white, format 6 x 
9 inches, hardbound and soft cover .Lois Bradley

The All American Lemonade Stand, 
written by Shannon Llewellyn and ill-
lustrated by Lois Bradley is now avail-
able on Amazon . This independently 
published, 8x10” kid-entrepreneur 
book was written by Portland-based, 
Le Cordon Bleu-trained chef Shannon 
Llewellyn .

Release party for THE TIME OF 
THE FIREFLIES will be at Book-
works bookstore in Albuquerque, NM 
at 10:30 a .m . on Saturday, August 2nd

Kimberely Griffiths Little will be 
doing a brand new presentation on the 
power of books, family history, creepy 
dolls and curses, as well as signing 
with the fabulous middle-grade author 
Nikki Loftin from Austin, TX .  Enjoy 

Kimberley Griffiths Little

refreshments from Kimberely’s book - and goodie bags with a 
firefly necklace!

When writing a novel a writer should create 
living people; people not characters. A character 
is a caricature.

Ernest Hemingway

http://www.amazon.com


Strong stories have distinct begin-
nings (introducing the main char-
acter and problem), middles (where 
the character tries to solve the prob-
lem), and ends (where the character 
succeeds or fails, and possibly learns 
a lesson) . A story can feel especially 

satisfying if the end clearly echoes the beginning . When the 
final setting, situation, or language is similar to the opening, 
creating “bookends” to the middle, the pattern resonates . 

In the opening scene of Uma Krishnaswami’s The Grand 
Plan to Fix Everything (Atheneum), the narrative reads, “Two 
happy sighs float off the couch . . . .” Of course, something 
quickly intrudes on this happiness . But after a madcap adven-
ture, the narrative concludes, “There are many kinds of sighs . 
The one Dini sighs now is wrapped in contentment .” 

Carolyn Meyer often uses a prologue and epilogue as book-
ends for her historical fiction . Cleopatra Confesses (Simon & 
Schuster) includes a prologue where Cleopatra hears that her 
enemy, Octavian, is at the gates of Alexandria . The body of 
the novel shows her remembering her life as she waits . In the 
Epilogue, Octavian has arrived, demanding her surrender .

Show the Change
While a bookend ending echoes the beginning, it shouldn’t 

duplicate it . A story requires change . The traveler returns with 
a new appreciation for his home . The girl who thought hitting 
a baseball was impossible knows she can succeed with hard 
work and determination . The boy who wanted nothing to 
do with the new baby appreciates his sibling . The characters 
haven’t just solved the problem; they’ve changed how they feel 
about the situation .

With bookends, the ending scene illustrates these changes 
by using a scene or language similar to, but slightly differ-
ent from, the opening . If you open with a girl trying to hit 
a baseball, close with her back at the same park, swinging at 
a baseball again . Try making the circumstances as similar as 
possible, with the same weather and other characters pres-
ent, to clearly echo the opening . You might even use similar 
language, with small shifts to show what’s changed . 

Shirley Raye Redmond’s Pup’s Prairie Home (Picture Win-
dow Books) starts with the lines, “Pup and his mom lived in 
a prairie dog town . Their home was a deep dark hole in the 
ground .” Although his mother insists this is the best place for 
him, Pup wants a more exciting home . He changes his mind 
after a close call with a hawk and ends by saying, “A deep, 
dark hole is the best home for a prairie dog pup like me .”
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Chris Eboch
New Mexico RA Emeritis

Bookends

Satisfying Repetition
Using bookend scenes is one form of showing rather than 

telling . The reader can see how things have changed, and 
whether or not the change has satisfied the main character . 
This typically suggests the theme, so you don’t need to explic-
itly point out the lesson learned .

My story “One Froggy Night,” (Highlights) starts out, “I 
pulled back the blinds and stared into the wet night. I shivered, 
glad to be indoors…. This was a night to play games and drink 
hot chocolate.”

Dad draws the child outside, where they find dozens of 
frogs hopping in the rain . The narrator enjoys this outdoor 
adventure .

“What a great froggy night.”
Dad smiled. “I’m glad you came out.” 
As we walked toward home, I said, “This night just needs one 

thing to make it perfect.”
“What’s that?” asked Dad.
“Hot chocolate.” 
The repeat of “hot chocolate” echoes the beginning, while 

showing that the character has learned the appeal of both 
exploring outside and a cozy night at home .

Bookends can work with all kinds of writing, includ-
ing nonfiction . In Jennifer McKerley’s early reader Amazing 
Armadillos (Random House), the book begins and ends at the 
same point in the yearly cycle of the armadillo’s life, but with 
a twist . The beginning features an adult armadillo, while the 
end shows her pups in the same situation .

Illustrators can use bookends as well . In Robin Koontz‘s 
Chris Eboch, Bookends, continued next page



5Summer 2014 7SCBWI New Mexico News Messenger

wordless picture book Dinosaur Dream (Putnam Juvenile), the 
story begins and ends with the child sleeping in bed, framing 
the dream adventure with dinosaurs .

Bookends aren’t necessary for every story, but by thinking 
about bookends, you may find a natural ending point for 
your story . Don’t end too early, before you’ve had a chance 
to echo the beginning . And don’t go on too long, traveling 
past the natural bookend . With bookends, you can illustrate 
the change in the character or situation subtly but clearly, 

while using a repetition pattern that’s especially appealing to 
children .

Chris Eboch’s novels for ages nine and up include The Eyes 
of Pharaoh, a mystery in ancient Egypt; The Well of Sacrifice, a 
Mayan adventure; and the Haunted series, which starts with 
The Ghost on the Stairs . Her book Advanced Plotting helps 
writers fine-tune their plots . Learn more at www .chriseboch .
com or her Amazon page, or check out her writing tips at her 
Write Like a Pro! blog .

Melinda Beavers

Third Saturday Critique Group
Third Saturday of each month except April and December: 12:00-2:00 pm, Erna Ferguson Public Library   

3700 San Mateo NE, Albuqueruqe

Chris Eboch, Bookends, continued from page 6

We’re excited to an-
nounce the return of the 
Handsprings Confer-
ence! The event will take 
place on October 24-
25th at the Ramada Inn 
(10300 Hotel Ave . NE, 
I-40 at exit 165, Albu-
querque, NM) . Scheduled 
activities include a social 
event on Friday evening, 
and a full day on Saturday 

starting with a First Impressions Panel, individual pre-
sentations by our faculty of publishing professionals, and 
the opportunity to attend two of five breakout sessions . 
Written manuscript and portfolio critiques will be avail-
able at an additional cost .

The faculty for this year includes- Liza Baker, Executive 
Editorial Director-Little Brown, Patti Ann Harris, Senior 
Art Director-Little Brown, Julie Ham Bliven, Assistant 
Editor- Charlesbridge, and Sara Megibow, Agent- Nelson 
Literary . Registration begins online, on or before August 
1st at http://newmexico.scbwi.org .

Please contact Caroline Starr Rose with any questions : 
carolinestarr@yahoo .com .

See you in October!

presents

Save the Date!

It is the function of art to renew our percep-
tion. What we are familiar with we cease to see. 
The writer shakes up the familiar scene, and, as 
if by magic, we see a new meaning in it.

Anais Nin

www.chriseboch.com
www.chriseboch.com


Editors note:  While all the information in our newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge, always double-check!  SCBWI 
New Mexico cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions .  We are always interested in upcoming info, news from members, 

articles . . .anything that space (and good taste) permits .  Feel free to email information or comments to Lois Bradley at  
newsmessenger@scbwi-nm .org . 
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Easy reading is damn hard writing. But if it’s 
right, it’s easy. It’s the other way round, too. If 
it’s slovenly written, then it’s hard to read. It 
doesn’t give the reader what the careful writer 
can give the reader.

Maya Angelou

Images from Sally Blakemore’s new 
book, Human Beings, Balboa Press .

http://newmexico.scbwi.org

