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The last two months have been chaotic 
for me in good ways and bad.  As a 
consequence, I have done very little 
writing.  I’m sure that’s why a recent post 
by Ann Whitford Paul really resonated 
with me. Ann (well, actually, her cat Mr. 
Darcy) commented that writers  and 
illustrators, prior to an actual sale or 
contract, generally work without 
expectation from anyone else.  This is 
both a blessing and a curse. You are your 
own “master and servant.” The writer/
illustrator must make a commitment to 
him or herself, then set deadlines, 
develop time schedules, and, most 
importantly, stick to them. No one else 
will be checking on you. Even in the good 
times, I  know how attractive weeding the 
garden and washing the dishes  can 
become when I am struggling to bring an 
idea to the printed page.

In all fairness, we recognize that we also 
have commitments to others and 
sometimes  life’s  other demands have to 
take precedence.  Mr. Darcy suggests  a 
benefit there because it is  our interactions 
with other people and with life itself 
provide the inspiration for our writing.  
Karen Cushman, in a keynote at last 
year’s SCBWI conference, remarked that 
the time she spends walking her dog or 
tending her roses is deep and necessary 
thinking time.

On the other hand, it is so easy to go too 
far in that regard and never get around to 
the writing.  Success in writing may be 
directly proportional to time actually 
spent BIC (behind-in-chair). Kudos to 

those of you who are good at organizing 
your time and staying focused. Wishing 
that we may all find our own best balance 
on the way to success. Happy Writing! 

As for updates in SCBWI and our NM 
region:

Several New Mexico members attended 
the wonderful LA conference this past 
August. As always the conference was 
exciting, inspiring, and overwhelming—
something to be experienced at least once 
in your life as a writer or illustrator.

Locally, we held an inspiring fall retreat 
in the Jemez mountains in September 
(see commentaries on pgs 6-7).

SCBWI is sponsoring an Inside Story 
event for local authors  at Alamosa Books 
on November 2, 2013. Watch for 
developing details.

Additionally,  the Regional Team’s 
upcoming plans include a Voice 
Workshop offering by Chris Eboch in 
January and our local writer/illustrator 
collaborative group gallery show, 
Enchantment,  at the Los Griegos 
library in May.  Additionally,  the regional 
team is  working on plans for our next 
Handsprings conference in October, 
2014. This event will include an editor, 
agent, and art director. Mark your 
calendars for October 24th and 25th!

Linda Tripp
New Regional Advisor
New Mexico
ra@scbwi-nm.org 
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NOV 16TH

End-of-Year Planning Event: It’s that time of the year to 
review and reflect, to decide what we liked about our 
2013 calendar and what didn’t work out so well.  Join us to 
discuss and brainstorm ideas for our 2014 calendar of 
events!  Don’t forget to bring something of your own for 
our Show & Tell! segment, especially if you’ve started 
work on your Enchantment Show project! LOCATION: 
Alamosa Books – 8810 Holly Ave. NE, Ste. D
RSVP illustrators@scbwi-nm.org.

DEC
No Meeting: Enjoy your holidays!

Illustrator Calendar
FALL EVENTS

Above: SCBWI-NM Schmooze, at Alamosa Books – August 13th, 2013. Elise McHugh, the humanities acquisition editor at the 
University of  New Mexico Press, discussed details about working with a small press.

Of  Interest: Happenings in the Blogosphere
CAROLINE STARR ROSE

Resources for Writing Better Picture Books :: That’s Another Story
http://andrea-mack.blogspot.com/2013/09/resources-for-writing-better-picture.html

Secrets of  Super-Productive Writers :: From the Mixed-Up Files
http://www.fromthemixedupfiles.com/2013/08/secrets-super-productive-writers/

There is no perfect publisher. (Sorry!) :: Jennifer Represents...
http://literaticat.blogspot.com/2013/08/there-is-no-perfect-publisher-sorry.html

Losing (and Gaining) Heart (and Nerve) :: Writer Unboxed
http://writerunboxed.com/2013/09/06/losing-and-gaining-heart-and-nerve/

On Discipline, Dedication, and Devotion :: Writer Unboxed
http://writerunboxed.com/2013/09/13/on-discipline-dedication-and-devotion/

Photo by Melinda Beavers

Caroline Starr Rose
Author

www.carolinestarrrose.com
carolinebyline.blogspot.com

carolinestarr@yahoo.com

Artwork by Lee Lee
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I read so many children's  pictures  books  that I am 
beginning to problem solve in story lines  with 
illustrations.

After meeting with a roofer about an estimate for a 
new house roof, I stood at the sink deciding how 
depressed to be about the work to be done. Then my 
brain switched gears, and I thought how would this 
problem look in a picture book? Images of the three 
little pigs  hopped into the frame, but so did images  of 
the drip dripping and pots and pans  poised to catch 
the offending drips, and of course, my dog and I in 
various stages of  misery as the rain came in.

A few cheerful pictures  of roofers  roofing entered too. 
Which made me think there could be a happy ending. 
Alas, the missing pages were those showing how to 
finance this  major repair. That part remains elusive, 
but I have to say it was  helpful bibliotherapy. Because, 
instead of dwelling on the cost, I took a step on a 
creative rung. Open a book and take an adventure! 
Right?! Maybe I don't need a traditional roof ! Maybe 
I will install one of  those rooftop green gardens.

If a slightly damp woman and dog show up at one of 
your writing circles, fear not! Gobi and I will just be 
seeking critiques  of our children's  book version of The 
Case of  Raindrops Indoors.

Connie Griffin
Children’s Book Specialist
Bookworks, New Mexico
kids@bkwrks.com

Bookseller’s Corner
EVERYDAY BIBLIOTHERAPY

JOIN US AT THE SCBWI-NM FALL SCHMOOZES!
November Topic — Carolyn Kuehn leads  a discussion on Queries: We will discuss  the basic 
components  of a query, how to write a compelling query, examples  of queries  that worked (and why). 
Bring queries  of your own for us  to discuss  and provide feedback. If possible, make copies  to share, or 
you can read your query aloud. It will be an interactive meeting, so be prepared for a lively discussion.

December Holiday party! Bring finger foods  for snacks  and writing-related "white-elephant" gifts  for a 
(free) raffle. Published authors and illustrators may choose to give away a copy of  one of  their books.

January Topic Chris  Eboch on Voice: Ask editors  what they’re looking for, and the top response may be 
“a strong voice.” But what does  that mean? How do you know if you have one – and if you 
don’t, how do you develop one? We'll start an initial discussion on voice in preparation for 
the voice workshop later in the month.

Chris Eboch
Schmooze Coordinator

schmooze@scbwi-nm.org
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How do you create a memorable 
character in a few lines of text? 
Alternatively, how do you craft a 
dynamic and changing character whose 
life story  will keep  readers glued to the 
page until the end of your novel? 
Creating a character is a challenging 
task for any writer: it takes skill and 
tenacity  to bring a unique and 
memorable character to life upon the 
page, a full-fledged persona with 
motivations, history, friends, and goals.

So, how do you do it? The way you 
delineate your protagonist depends 
upon what genre you are working in. If 
you are writing a 500 word story, the 
character will emerge on the page in a 
vastly  different way than she would 
during the landscape of a 500 page novel. In a short story, people are sometimes defined through brief 
interactions and dialogue with other characters. In a novel, readers might have the opportunity to learn 
about a character’s life history.  The narration voice also affects how the character develops; a first 
person narration allows characters to define themselves, but a third person narration allows the reader to 
observe the characters. Here are a few tips to keep in mind.

1. Decide what you are writing.  What kind of story are you telling? The length of the story will 
dictate how you develop your character, and even how many  interactions she has with other 
characters.

2. Think about your perspective as a storyteller. What is the best way to tell this story?  Will it fit 
into a 500 word format or a novella? If you decide to write a novella, you will have to develop a 
full-fledged character, while a 500 word format limits your character development.

3. Draw a character description. What is your character’s age? What does she look like? What are 
her quirky habits? How will your character be defined in this story? Regardless of how short 
your story  is, it is essential to create a description of your protagonist. If you are writing a short 
story, readers will usually see the character over a short period of time, and during this time the 
character will experience some level of growth and development. If you are writing a novella, 
your character will have a myriad of opportunities to grow and develop.

Continued on Page 5

How To: CRAFT A CHARACTER

Artwork by Rebecca Evans
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4. Think about why your character is memorable. Is it her personality? Her worldview? Her speech 
patterns? Is it her interactions with other people? If you are writing a short piece, just a few of 
these qualities will come out during interactions. If you are writing a longer book, you have the 
opportunity to develop a character who might step off the page and into the hearts of readers.

5. Read comparable pieces and see how other writers develop characters. Many writers think that a 
character is defined through a physical description, but  the most memorable characters in 
literature are well-known for their actions and heart-felt speeches; think about Macbeth, Tom 
Sawyer, and Hamlet. Study how other writers develop good characters, and see if you can learn 
from their creativity.

6. Consider the canvas you are working on. Short stories sometimes allow brief dialogue and 
action, but novels allow a full description of the character through her dialogue, actions, 
interactions, and exposition. Readers will expect to know more about the main character in a 
novel than they would in a short story for children.  

7. Plan the main character’s actions, growth, and development. If you are writing a short story, the 
character will most likely  grow during a short time period, ranging from a few hours to a few 
weeks. If you are writing a novel, it is important to focus on developing the storyline; the 
character begins with a problem, overcomes obstacles, and eventually gets what she wants (or 
doesn’t). As you plot out the growth and development, your character will change and grow 

during a longer period of time – ranging from a week to 
several years in a novel.  

8. Study how your character’s development emerges within 
the story. Have you created a dynamic or static character? Is 
your protagonist  relatable and realistic? Character growth 
should be organic and natural within the context of the story.  
There also needs to be a reasonable timeline and transition 
period between the character’s first appearance and her 
evolution at the end. This evolution should coincide with the 
resolution to the short story or novel you are writing.

Suzanna E. Henshon
Ph.D., Florida
suzannahenshon@yahoo.com

Dr. Suzanna E. Henshon teaches creative writing full-time at Florida Gulf  Coast University

Artwork by Melinda Beavers
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Gorgeous  mountain scenery in the Jemez Mountains  was  the 
backdrop for the 2013 Fall Retreat at Hummingbird Music 
Camp. The weekend retreat, with an optional Friday 
workday, hosted a slightly different format this  year. Chris 
Eboch, former Regional Advisor for SCBWI New Mexico 
and well-published author, and Jen McVeity (all  the way from 
Australia!), author of over 20 books  and a hard-core sand 
volleyball player, each led two informative workshops.

Chris's  workshops  covered practical information on Packing 
Your Plot Full of Action as  well as  the effective use of 
cliffhangers. Jen's  fast-paced workshops  discussed Sizzling 
Starts  plus  Tightening Tension and Dynamic Dialog. In 
addition to noticing the use of alliteration, attendees  worked 
quickly and intensely, exploring and practicing the techniques 
both authors  presented during the workshops. The fast pace 
of the writing exercises  encouraged creativity, laughter, and 
cooperation.

The Saturday/Sunday schedule allowed for a nice balance of 
structured workshops  and solo creative time. Four authors 
opted for a small group critique (optional) which met on 
Saturday afternoon after the workshops. This  was  a great 
opportunity to get fresh eyes on works-in-progress.

There were two illustrators  mixed in with the authors  as  well 
as  several out-of-state writers. The diversity of skills, interests, 
and personalities  made for a wonderful weekend. The kitchen 
squirrel, a wild squirrel who decided to move into the kitchen 
range in the main meeting building, provided comic relief 
and was  kind enough to leave the brownies  alone. The three-
generation staff at Hummingbird Music Camp not only fed 
the group, they took the front tire off Chris's  car to fix the 
“funny noise” coming from the front end.

The next retreat will be in 2015, due to the return of SCBWI 
New Mexico's  Handsprings  Conference in Fall 2014. It is  not 
too early to pencil in these upcoming events  on your 
calendar!

--Lois Bradley, Writer/Illustrator

Fall Retreat 2013
EXPERIENCES & TESTIMONIALS

Continued on Page 7

Photos by Melinda Beavers
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I can’t speak to the whole retreat experience, because I had to 
leave Sunday morning right after breakfast and so missed 
Chris’s  and Jen’s  second writing presentations. To make up for 
that missed time, I drove up Friday morning to settle in. The 
first thing I noticed was  the quiet. And in that quiet, a trilling 
birdsong, answered by another with a repeated single note.

Maybe it was  the fabulous  weather and our kitchen well-stocked 
with caffeine and treats, or the familiarity of Hummingbird’s 
trails, trees  and hills, or the companionable walks  to the dining 
hall.  Maybe it was  the common purpose that drew us  all 
together yet left us  free to work on our own. Or maybe it was 
Jen McVeity’s  playful approach to sizzling starts  and 
brainstorming plot twists  with Chris  Eboch that made it such a 
great weekend. Put them all together, I consider it my best 
retreat ever.

--Kate Harrington, Writer

It was  all about a sense of place. And I breathed it in while 
looking at the moon, working under my open window, and lying 
sun-drenched on a bed of pine needles.  I drank it in, strong 
and with milk, in the early morning.  

The teaching was  very good. I loved Chris’s  talks. Her 
information reinforced what I once paid a lot of money to learn 
in a university course but have not fully assimilated. Especially 
the importance of stating clear scene goals. (What does  the MC 
want? Don’t be episodic.) And motivation. (Simply worrying 
isn’t enough.) Your MC needs  high stakes  with consequences. 
Setbacks. What’s  the opposition doing? Remember the rule of 
three. Add tension and excitement with increasingly difficult 
complications, fresh twists  (make them dramatic or emotional). 
Break up paragraphs. Lead the reader down the page. . . to a 
cliffhanger ending.

Finally, thanks  to the talented gals  in my critique group, 
Michele and Lois, for their words  of advice and 
encouragement.  And to Jen McVeity – one inspirational 
woman. 

When I finally headed east again on I-40, back to pancake land, 
nuggets  of the Fall Retreat simmered on cruise control, along 
with the roasted green chile in the back seat. It was  well worth 
the price of  admission.

--Patricia Harvey, Writer

Norman, OK

Above: “Gorgeous mountain scenery in the Jemez Mountains 
was the backdrop for the 2013 Fall Retreat at Hummingbird 

Music Camp.” -- Lois Brandley
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ATTENTION SCBWI-NM WRITERS & ILLUSTRATORS
An Enchanting Creative Challenge! The SCBWI-NM Illustrators  group has  proposed a collaboration between 
our writers and illustrators for a show at the Los Griegos Library in May 2014:

Enchantment: A Collaboration of  the Society of  Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators of  NM

In a fun turnabout, for our challenge the participating illustrators  will create a piece first, sparked by the 
theme- “enchantment”. Then interested writers  will  be randomly assigned one of the illustrations, and taking 
that as  inspiration, write the text in any genre, prose or poetry, that fits  on a single page. We will then join 
forces and display the illustrations and text together in what could be a truly magical show!

SIGN UP TO PARTICIPATE! – Send an email with your intention to participate (indicating whether it will 
be as an illustrator or writer), by Friday, November 1st, 2013 to the show coordinator, Bonnie Bryant.

ILLUSTRATORS — A JPEG of your illustration, sparked by the theme ‘enchantment’ will need to be emailed to 
Bonnie Bryant by January 31st, 2014.

WRITERS — Participating writers  will receive their randomly assigned illustrations  the week of February 3rd. 
A one page written piece inspired by the illustration will be due in late April.

DEADLINE for all participants  – Entries  will be due for installation the week of April 21st, exact date and time to 
be determined. Both the finished illustrations  and the written pieces  must be delivered framed and ready to hang 
by wire. The show will run for the month of  May.

An event will be held in conjunction with the show to allow 
writers  to read their pieces  and illustrators  to discuss  the 
making of their work. With the alchemy of our combined 
talents  on exhibit, this  is  an excellent opportunity to 
increase awareness of  SCBWI-NM as a united front.

Illustrator Gallery
WHAT’S NEW AND WHO’S WHO
~Melinda Beavers, Illustrator Coordinator & News Messenger Editor

Bonnie Bryant
Enchantment Show Coordinator

bonnie@bonnie-bryant.com

Artwork by Tobin LeonardArtwork by Sarah Christina WellsArtwork by Judith Nasse
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALL THE GOOD NEWS & MORE FROM OUR MEMBERS

OUR
MEMBERS

ROCK!
SCBWI- NM Illustrators Yahoo 

Group – SCBWI-NM Illustrators 
have created a Yahoo group to 
provide an informal email list for our 
local illustration community, to keep 
in touch and share information on all 
aspects of children’s book illustration. 
Once you join the group, you’re 
welcome to post announcements, 
news items, and interesting links with 
your local illustrative peers. You can 
also post artwork for feedback on the 
group homepage. We intend this to be 
a fun and informative resource for 
anyone with a passion for children’s 
book illustration.  To join, click here 
and click the ‘Join this group!’ 
button. You’ll be sent an invitation 
that will walk you through the 
registration process. *You will need to 
create a Yahoo account, if you don’t already 
have one. If you have any questions, 
please contact Bonnie Bryant – 
bonnie@bonnie-bryant.com 

Sally Blakemore: 
Quest of the Golden 
Dolphin in the Land of 
Stardreaming, author 
and illustrator, James 
Jereb of Santa Fe, 
a n d h i s b o o k 
d e s i g n e r,  S a l l y 
Blakemore,  and editorial designer 
Jeraldine Peterson Mark, have won, 
out of 60 categories, DESIGN 
EXCELLENCE for Interior Book 
D e s i g n a t t h e 2 0 1 3 I N D I E 
AWARDS. Congratulations Sally!

The Spanish 
language rights 
for Shirley 
R a y e 
Redmond’s 
S i m o n & 
Schuster non-
fiction reader, 
The Dog that 
D u g f o r 
Dinosaurs, have 
sold for a hefty 
5-figure sum. Several years  ago, 
Houghton-Mifflin bought textbook 
rights to the title. 

Santa  Fe  i l lu s t rator/
writer David Gardner  invites 
all fellow SCBWI-NM members 
to take a quick break from your 
hard creative work right this 
minute! Sit back and view a 
video short he made this  summer, 
posted on YouTube. "Dog Day" 
is  about an obsessed cockapoo 
who can't get enough of what he 
wants  the most. It won first 
place from the Santa Fe Film 
Club this year. Enjoy!

SOUTHWEST WRITER'S 2013 CONTEST WINNERS — 
Congratulations  to our SCBWI members who were finalists  in 
the Southwest Writer's Contest:

Non-fiction book proposal – 2nd Place:
  Larry Greenly, Albuquerque, NM  Snake Island

Juvenile/Young Adult Novel – 3rd Place:
  Amanda Searcy, Albuquerque, NM  A Boy and His Frog

Picture Book: – 1st Place:
  Linda Tripp, Albuquerque, NM  Old Mama Crocodile

Neecy Twinem:
E is for Enchantment, A New Mexico 
Alphabet, i l lustrated by Neecy 
Twinem and published in 2004 by 
Sleeping Bear Press,  was selected 
for the NM Public Education 
Department Governor's  2013 First 
Grade Reading Initiative, and 
through this  initiative purchased 
21,000 copies of  the book!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALL THE GOOD NEWS & MORE FROM OUR MEMBERS

Carolyn Kuehn: Victor's Garden, 

written by Carolyn Kuehn, will be 

featured in the Sept/Oct issue of" 
New Mexico Kids" magazine (on 

n e w s  s t a n d s 
August 28th). 

I t ' s  a f r e e 

magazine and 
av a i l a b l e a t 

most libraries 
a n d o t h e r 

venues.

Veronica Bartles is  happy to 
announce that she's  signed with 

Swoon Romance, to publish her 

YA Contemporary Romance 
Twe l v e S t e p s — coming in 

M a r c h / A p r i l 2 0 1 4 ! 
Congratulations, Veronica!

SCBWI
 NEW MEXICO:
Linda Tripp, 
Regional Advisor
ra@scbwi-nm.org

Caroline Starr Rose, 
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ara@scbwi-nm.org

E-LERTS: elerts@scbwi-nm.org 
Michele Hathaway Tuton, E-lert Mistress

ILLUSTRATOR COORDINATOR &
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
illustrators@scbwi-nm.org
newsmessenger@scbwi-nm.org
Melinda Beavers, IC & Editor

SCHMOOZES (ABQ):
schmooze@scbwi-nm.org
Chris Eboch, Schmoozinator

WEBSITE: www.scbwi-nm.org 
David Rogers, Webmaster

NM/AZ Book Coop 2013 Book 
Awards  Finalists: Congratulations 
to SCBWI Finalists, Kimberley 
Griffiths  Little, for Circle of Secrets, 
recent Schmooze speaker Nancy Bo 
Flood,  for Cowboy Up, and Jennifer 
McKerley for The Science Behind 
Sports. Football.

Workshop:
Sally Blakemore will be 

giving a free "free form" 
paper engineering 

workshop on
November 3rd

from 1-4pm 
at SITE Santa Fe,

1606 Paseo de Peralta, Santa 
Fe, NM 87501.

All are welcome!
Just arrive at the location for 

some fun with paper.

We’re Always Looking For Submissions!
The News Messenger is looking for New Mexico illustrators and writers to 
feature in its upcoming issues. It is not necessary to be published and it is free! 
You must be a member of SCBWI and you must be willing to believe in 

yourself ! Submission is open to all SCBWI members.
Artwork Submissions: Digital format, web resolution (72 dpi), and 8.5x11 
(612x792 pixels) or smaller. Include your name, title of the piece, and medium/
media used. Send artwork with any theme related to or appropriate for children. If 
you have questions about preparing digital images for submission, please contact me.
Writing Submissions: Please send me your 400-800 word articles for 
consideration. Share your knowledge and experience!
Please send submissions to: newsmessenger@scbwi-nm.org. 
Questions? Contact Melinda at the above email and she will talk you through the process.

Artwork by Tomoko Krimgen

ADVERTISE YOUR STUFF!
New Book coming out? Services 

to offer? Contact Melinda at 
newsmessenger@scbwi-nm.org
to place your ad! At $15, it is the 

best deal in town!
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