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Notes from Michele 

Continued on page 3 

I hope the summer was good to you. I hope you and your family are healthy and well. I hope that your 
children are happy and content. And I hope that you’ve found time for your art.  

 

And if any of this is not true for you, I hope you know that your SCBWI family is here to support and in-
spire. In this issue, you’ll find much to cheer and encourage. You’ll find Good News and Good Resources, 
too, from our amazing and talented New Mexico members! 
 

This Fall we can also look forward to more digital workshops from SCBWI as well as the Nonfiction Confer-
ence—yes, at last! Our region continues to offer online critique groups, weekly virtual coffees, write & 
sketch nights, and shop talks. I’m also very excited to announce a series of webinars we are sponsoring 
this year and next. 

And so it’s Fall . . . 



Michele Hathaway Tuton 

Regional Advisor 

NM SCBWI Chapter 
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Notes from Michele 

Perhaps the most positive thing to come out of these times is that by going online, authors and illustrators 
from El Paso to Pagosa Springs have been able to connect and become a part of  our community. Although 
I look forward to the day we can all meet in person again, our online offerings are here to stay!  

 

If we presented the plot of our times to an editor, I think it is safe to say even they would tell us it was 
over-the-top. Beyond our ability to suspend disbelief. Yup. That’s where we are. I’m eager to throw out all 
the dystopian parts, but the vital characters, you and me and our audience, anchor the narrative. The kids 
need us—more than ever—to entertain, to help make meaning of their world, and to give them hope. 

Keep Creating, 

 

Michele 
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Handsprings is cancelled this October, but we are replacing it with a series of 

webinars over the next year, which will include picture books, novels, illus-

tration, and professional development. The first of this series is a picture 

book webinar with Sylvie Frank, Senior Editor with Simon and Schuster.  

4 

Picture Book Webinar With 

Sylvie Frank 

Continued on page 5 

Member News 

Plot, Page-Turns, and Pith: All About Picture Book Pacing 

What does pacing really mean? What does it mean for a picture book to be “snappy”? And how 

does plot function in picture books, anyway? In this hands-on and jam-packed session, we’ll 

dive into two mentor texts, examining elements that create a well-paced book. Finally, we’ll 

take a close look at how making a picture book dummy can be an invaluable tool to help you 

think visually, cut words, and revise the plot in your own work-in-progress.  

Sylvie will also critique 10 manuscripts/portfolios and accept picture book and illustration submissions 

for up to four months after the webinar for participants (so polish up those works-in-progress, folks!). 
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Behind the Scenes: An author and editor discuss the collaborative process of cre-

ating a novel*: Author, Alexandra Diaz, and Editor, Sylvie Frank, discuss working together, in-

cluding Alexandra’s process of being the translator of her own work. 

  

New Picture Book Authors and Illustrator’s Panel: Finally, a panel of authors of new  pic-

ture books will follow this conversation, after which attendees may hang out to chat.   

 

 

*Behind the Scenes and the Author Panel are free to all.  

*If you are an SCBWI member and New Mexican/West Texas author or illustrator of a 
published picture book since the last Handsprings Conference in the fall of 2018 and are 
interested in this panel, please contact Michele at newmexico-ra@scbwi.org. 

 

On the evening before Sylvie Frank’s  webinar, I am pleased to an-

nounce that our own Alexandra Diaz and Sylvie Frank will have a 

discussion about their author/editor relationship. Alexandra is also 

accepting middle grade and young adult manuscripts for critique.  

Member News 

Continued on page 6 

mailto:newmexico-ra@scbwi.org
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Member News 

School’s Out, and Book 3 is Rolling in June 1, 2021!!! 

The Derby Daredevils are excited to spend all summer tearing up the track. But the coaches 

have something special planned: the Austin league is heading to Dallas for a week of roller 

derby sleepaway camp! Tomoko could not be more excited—she loves roller derby and her 

team. Plus, she’s been going camping with her uncle every summer since she can remem-

ber. 

 

Visit Kit’s website to find out more of Kit’s exciting new book, https://

www.kitrosewater.com/derby-daredevils-book-3, and preorder at Bookworks or Book 

People: A Community Bound By Books. 

Join us in Celebrating 

Kit’s New Release!!! 

Some fun facts: The orange round back-

ground is reminiscent of the team standing 

on a giant abstract basketball! Jules's pos-

ture foreshadows a big event near the cli-

max of the story! The composition of this 

cover is a perfect combination of Books 1 

and 2! (Tomoko is featured full length, as 

Kenzie was in Book 1, and off to the side, as 

Shelly was in Book 2). And look at that 

purple logo!!!!! (Not really a fun fact, but I 

love purple!) 

Congrats, Kit! Book 3 
looks terrific! We can’t  

wait to read it! 

Continued on page 7 



SCBWI Sept/Oct/Nov 

7 

Member News 

Way to Go, Chris!  

A Two-Book Deal! 

Chris Eboch has signed a contract with Tule for two adult mysteries to be 

published under the name Kris Bock. The books are tentatively titled 

Something Shady at Sunshine Haven and Something Deadly on Desert 

Drive. 

 

After an injury disrupts her journalism career, Kate Tessler has to start 

over at 50, figuring out how to get work, make friends, and live in the 

heart of her loving but interfering family – while turning her investigative 

powers to solving murders. Kate has followed the most dangerous news 

stories around the world, but can she survive going home?   

Congrats, Terry!  

Your Book Sounds 

Terrific!  
 

The Dreaded Cliff, a debut middle 

grade novel by Aztec, New Mexico 

author Terry Nichols, illustrated by 

Santa Fe artist Odessa Sawyer, is 

scheduled for release March 2, 2021 

by Kinkajou Press, an imprint of Ar-

temesia Publishing. Inspired by a 

stowaway packrat that hitched a 

ride in her Volkswagen van, Terry 

concocted this tale of sparkly treas-

ures, mangled words, peculiar 

meetings, and a packrat who discov-

ers the meaning of family and home.  

“Donkey Oatey & 

Snacho Panda,” 

from Alan Stacy’s 

superb  

imagination. 

Continued on page 8 
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“Herpetologist” from Eddie Edward’s  

“Little Scientists” series 

       @Eddie Edwards | helloeddie.com  

Member News 

Eddie Edwards is the new Illustrator Coordinator for NM 

SCBWI. She is an editorial and children's book illustrator/

writer and is currently working on a series of quirky non-

fiction nature picture books. Say hello at newmexico-

ic@scbwi.org.  

Continued on page 9 

helloeddie.com
mailto:newmexico-ic@scbwi.org
mailto:newmexico-ic@scbwi.org
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Congratulations,  

Cynthia! We are over 

the moon for your 

great achievement! 

Cynthia Grady’s book, Write to Me: Letters from Japanese American 
Children to the Librarian They Left Behind, illustrated by Amiko 
Hirao, has been chosen for the 2020 One Book, One San Diego chil-
dren’s book selection. Cynthia’s book was chosen unanimously from 
over 400 nominations! This true story takes place in San Diego dur-
ing WWII.   

One Book For Kids With Girl Scouts San Diego  
• WHEN Saturday, September 19, 2020 at 11 a.m. 
• WHERE Virtual Map 

• AGES All ages 

• COST Free 
 

Join KPBS and Girl Scouts San Diego for a special workshop around the 2020 One 
Book for Kids selection, "Write to Me" by Cynthia Grady. Includes a story time and 
hands-on craft activity! Recommended for children in grades K-12.  

Open to all, however participating Girl Scouts will earn a special One Book, One San 
Diego patch. RSVP Encouraged. Dates and times of events are subject to change 
without notice. Always check the event organizer's website for the most updated 
schedule before attending. 

One Book, One San Diego is the region's premier literary program, presented in partnership between KPBS and over 80 pub-

lic libraries, service organizations and educational institutions. Now in its 14th year, the purpose is to bring the community 

closer together through the shared experience of reading and discussing the same book. The 2020 One Book, One San Diego 

selections will be announced at The San Diego Union-Tribune Festival of Books on August 29, 2020. More information and a 

video that Cynthia made can be found at: https://www.kpbs.org/one-book/. The KPBS One Book, One San Diego Virtual Kick-

off featuring George Takei, author of They Called Us Enemy, will take place on September 22, 2020, at 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

MST. Register for this free event at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-book-one-san-diego-2020-public-virtual-kickoff-

event-with-george-takei-tickets-118073347561. 

Continued on page 10 

Cynthia Grady,  

Author and Poet 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Virtual
https://www.sdgirlscouts.org/
2020%20One%20Book%20for%20Kids
https://www.kpbs.org/one-book/kids/
https://www.kpbs.org/one-book/kids/
https://cynthiagrady.com/books/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-book-one-san-diego-2020-public-virtual-kickoff-event-with-george-takei-tickets-118073347561
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-book-one-san-diego-2020-public-virtual-kickoff-event-with-george-takei-tickets-118073347561
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-book-one-san-diego-2020-public-virtual-kickoff-event-with-george-takei-tickets-118073347561
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Spotlight  

“I want all children in the world to start out under-

standing that they are as beautiful, as important, 

as loved, and have as many opportunities to blos-

som as anyone else.”  

Last November for our SCBWI-NM ShopTalk meeting, 

Cherrymae was  among four panelists who came together 

to discuss the question: Diversity: Is Research Enough? 

(Written up in an article in the Winter 2019-2020 issue). 

Cherrymae grew up in Belize, an English-speaking country 

in Central America, where the only books available for her 

were Dick and Jane and Run Spot Run, understandably al-

ien to her. 

We are pleased to have Cherrymae as our Fall Spotlight 

guest, so that we may learn more about this wonderful 

woman, her enchanting stories, especially when read by 

her in her beautiful Belizean accent; and her many artistic 

endeavors, which consist of fabric art, pottery, paintings, 

and writing and illustrating children’s books. 

Q: Tell us about your background, what degrees you earned, and your occupation.  
 

A. I have a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in Spanish language and literature from U.C. Berkeley. I 

went on to teach Spanish to students of all ages. I am now retired. 
 

Q: What happened in your career to inspire you to become an artist? What are the mediums you work 

with?  
 

A: I always loved making beautiful things with my hands. First, I learned to embroider in primary school 
(Ebenezer Primary School in Belize), later on I sewed my own clothes, and fell in love with macramé. Then I 
discovered bed quilts, which led to my creating hand-sewn and hand-quilted tapestries with celebratory and 
historical themes, featuring women of African descent.  

Continued on page 12 

Artist and Author  

Cherrymae Golston 
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“Mama’s Art” 

One year, my daughter gave me a gift certifi-
cate for pottery classes and that became an-
other outlet for my artist self. And finally, 
after years of making notes on my childhood 
in Belize and recording stories from my grand-
mother, my mother, and my uncle, I am work-
ing on my first picture book, based on one of 
those tales. 

 

Q: Is your art informed mainly by your child-
hood and background? Where else do you get 
your inspiration?  

 

A: The children’s books I’m working on are 
based on some childhood experiences of my 
family members in Belize. My fiber art and 
pottery are definitely informed by my Afro-
Caribbean background, but also inspired by 
the nature that surrounds me. 

Q: What projects are you working on now? 
 

A: Since COVID-19 hit, I have found it difficult to work on my tapestries and on pottery. However, thanks 
to the KWELI conference*, various workshops, webinars, and SCBWI retreats, I have been able to make a 
lot of progress on my first picture book, Di Mahmie an’ di Picary, which I’m also illustrating. This is a story 
told to us (my siblings and me) by my mother and my uncle, about one extraordinary day when they end-
ed up competing with a picary (peccary) for a humongous mahmie (mamey). On the back burner are Food 
Pahn di Table and Uncle Joe an’ di Chicks. 

 
 

Q: What are some of your fondest memories? 
 

A: As a child in Belize, I remember fondly being on my bunk bed listening to the music of the raindrops on 
the corrugated zinc roof, enjoying the burst of deliciousness as I bit into the first mahmies and mangoes 
of the season, and the afternoons when my whole family played BINGO together; the winner of each 
game got a piece of Belize fudge! 

 

Q: What advice do you have for aspiring artists? 
 

A: Spend your time wisely. Create, create, create! 

Continued on page 13 * For information: http://www.kwelijournal.org/the-color-of-

childrens-literature-conference-3 

http://www.kwelijournal.org/the-color-of-childrens'literature-conference-3
http://www.kwelijournal.org/the-color-of-childrens'literature-conference-3


SCBWI Sept/Oct/Nov 

13 

Spotlight: Artist and Author  

Cherrymae Golston, Cont’d Narcissa Unveiled 
By Cherrymae Golston 

Narcissa 

Dark skinned 

Tightly curled jet-black hair 

Beautiful deep brown eyes 

Symmetrically flared nostrils 

Full, shapely lips 

Why are you blind to your own image? 

Through whose eyes are you assessing 

Your beauty 

Your value 

Your self-worth? 

Shed the deceiving lens of “the other” 

For “the other” sees you 

As mule 

As criminal 

As undeserving 

Of basic human rights 

As invisible 

Fight, fight, fight 

To strip away the veils 

To see through your own eyes 

Who you really are 

Witness your image 

Revealing itself 

Visible at last 

Q: What is one thing most people don’t know about 

you?  

A: I have been involved in the Balkan music and dance 
community in the U.S. since 1974. I performed with 
Westwind International Folk Ensemble, Kitka (musical 
ensemble), Savina (musical ensemble) for fifteen years 
and until COVID-19 hit, I had been singing with the Sevda 
Choir in Santa Fe. 

 

Cherrymae’s young adulthood was spent in Berkeley’s 
“Golden Age” when people worked on dealing head-on 
with racism. During that time, she started to learn about 
institutionalized racism and that led her to looking at 
herself in a whole other way; from the inside looking out. 
Eventually, she could celebrate her own uniqueness; the 
versatility of her hair, the soft curves of her nose, the 
warm brownness of her skin. These thoughts inspired 
Cherrymae’s poem, “Narcissa Unveiled.” 

“Four Kings” 
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The other day, our delightful Eddie Edwards posted the article 
“What it Takes to Turn a Hobby into a Career at Age 40.”  Artist 
and illustrator Lisa Congdon is interviewed about how she be-
came a successful artist after an already established career with 
non-profits.  Congdon confesses that after a bad break-up she felt 
the urge to “make things.” Congdon’s story struck a chord. Of 
course, the struck chord stems not from success with clients such 
as the Modern Museum of Art, like Congdon, but in that I, too, 
have come to the world of expression pretty late in the game and 
after hardship.   

After 15+ years in the world of education, I became ill. I could 
barely eat without becoming sick. Not only was the illness devas-
tating, but I felt far removed from the person that I thought that I 
was.  My full-time career in education became strenuous.  My so-
cial life was stifled—imagine going to gatherings with friends and 
not being able to eat or drink—and my family life felt tainted. 

40-Something and Making Things 
                    By Rachel Stofocik 

On one particularly sad, swollen, and nauseous Friday night, I 
picked up a pencil, and through hot tears, started to draw my 
daughter, Suzanne. My first art teacher, Ms. McKitrick’s voice 
came back to me, “draw the shapes and the values.” My tears 
waned with each fervent stroke of concentration. After drawing 
Suzy, my mother, and my grandmother, the solace I always felt in 
art classes in high school resurfaced. I took a few drawing and 
painting classes, and creative ideas I had had while teaching be-
came my therapy and joy.   

Congdon also suggests that pursuing a creative endeavor later in life has its advantages because when we 
are older, we know a little bit more about who we are and what we like. This was true for me. I drew im-
ages based on the words that inspired me from the literature I taught for so many years; I drew images 
that I thought would be helpful or inspirational to my daughters; and I drew images based on the political 
movements and new voices crying out all around us.  I try posting to social media daily to stay motivated.   
The postings have not only been helpful for me and my family, but individuals that I have not heard from 
in years as well as new friends have reached out and asked if they could buy some of my pieces, or if I 
could make them a special piece for their daughter, or boyfriend etc.  Art has connected me.  

Continued on page 15 

The%20other%20day,%20our%20delightful%20Eddie%20Edwards%20posted%20the%20article%20“What%20it%20Takes%20to%20Turn%20a%20Hobby%20into%20a%20Career%20at%20Age%2040.”%20%20Artist%20and%20illustrator,%20Lisa%20Congdon%20is%20interviewed%20about%20how%20she%20beca
https://99u.adobe.com/articles/63288/what-it-takes-to-turn-a-hobby-into-a-career-at-age-40
https://lisacongdon.com/
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Similar to Congdon, if someone would have told me that I would occasionally sell some of my artwork or 
that I would even create art and write stories in my 40s I would have laughed; however, to my surprise,  
this month I landed my first illustration gig!  Someone I knew from the world of education sent me a mes-
sage and hired me to illustrate some pieces for a website designed to help students who are deaf and hard 
of hearing. It has been the perfect first official job, combining my knowledge of what English Learners 
need, and my passion for visually depicting language. The illustration you see is a simple way to demon-
strate the use of prepositions, in this case “under the tree” and “in the tree”.  While hearing children have 
access to language all around them from an early age and thus slight nuances like “on the bus” versus “in 
the car” are picked up naturally, it is not the same for children whose first language is not omnipresent. 

So, while I may never be featured in the Museum of Modern Art, I agree with Congdon that pursuing any 
new learning later in life has its perks. The desire to “make things” may not always bring in fame or for-
tune, but it does offer sustenance in uncertain times, connection with others in a disconnected world, and 
a fountain of vibrance in the second half of life.  

40-Something and Making Things 
             
                    By Rachel Stofocik 
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Find story and article ideas based on your childhood experiences, fears, dreams, etc.: 

• What’s the scariest thing that happened to you as a child? The most exciting? The funniest? 

• What’s the most fun you ever had as a child? What were your favorite activities? 

• What was the hardest thing you had to do as a child? 

• What interested you as a child? 

• When you were a child, what did you wish would happen? 

Find story and article ideas based on the experiences of your children, grandchildren, students, or other 
young people you know: 

• What interests them? 

• What frightens them? 

• What do they enjoy? 

• What challenges do they face? 

• What do their lives involve – school, sports, family, religion, clubs? 

Other questions to consider: 

• What hobbies or interests do you have that might interest children?  

• What jobs or experiences have you had that could be a good starting point for an article or story?  

• Do you know about other cultures, or a particular time period? 

Finding the Seeds of Stories 

     By Chris Eboch 

Continued on page 17 

Maybe you’re not sure what you want to write, or 
you have so many ideas you don’t know where to 
start. Here are some options for brainstorming ide-
as. Take some time to relax and think about each 
question. Delve deep into your memories. Take lots 
of notes, even if you’re not sure yet whether you 
want to pursue an idea. You can put each idea on a 
separate index card, or fill a notebook, or start a file 
folder with scraps of paper. Do whatever works for 
you. 

Chris writes full-time from her home  

in Socorro, New Mexico 
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• What genres do you like? Would it be fun to write in that genre?  

• What genres did you like as a child? Did you love mysteries, ghost stories, fantasies, or science fiction?  

• What were your favorite books? Why? 

Finding Inspiration 

Look for inspiration in other stories, books, or TV shows. Can you take the premise and write a completely 
different story? Do you want to write something similar (a clever mystery, a holiday story, or whatever)? 
Do you want to retell a folktale or fable as a modern version, or with a cultural twist? (It's probably best if 
you draw on your own cultural heritage for this kind of thing.) 

• What do you see in the news? Is there a timely topic that could make a good article? If you read about 
kids doing something special, could you turn it into a profile for a children’s magazine?  

• How might that news story work as fiction? Could you base a short story or novel on a true story about 
someone surviving danger or overcoming great odds? 

• Even the phonebook can provide inspiration. Check the Yellow Pages: Could you interview an automo-
tive painter, animal trainer, or architect for an article? What would life be like for a child to have par-
ents in that field? How about a teenager who dreams of entering the profession? 

Growing the Seeds 

Wherever you look for ideas, search for things that are scary, exciting, or funny – strong emotion makes a 
strong story. 

And perhaps most important of all, don’t preach. Kids don’t want to read about children learning lessons. 
All stories have themes, but when someone asks you about a mystery you read, you’re probably not going 
to say, “It was a story about how crime doesn’t pay.” Rather, you’ll talk about the exciting plot, the fasci-
nating characters, perhaps even the unusual setting. A story’s message should be subtle. 

 

 

 

 

Chris Eboch is the author of over 60 books for children. Her writing craft books include Advanced Plotting 
and You Can Write for Children: How to Write Great Stories, Articles, and Books for Kids and Teenagers. 
Learn more at https://chriseboch.com/ or her Amazon page, or check out her writing tips at her Write Like 
a Pro! blog. 

This article is adapted from Chris’s book, You Can Write for Children: How to Write Great Stories, Articles, 
and Books for Kids and Teenagers.  

Finding the Seeds of Stories 

     By Chris Eboch 

http://www.chriseboch.com
http://www.amazon.com/Chris-Eboch/e/B001JS25VE/
http://chriseboch.blogspot.com
http://chriseboch.blogspot.com


Every time you wake up in the morning, you have the potential to change the world.  Whether you write a 
new story, create a new character, or design a fictional world, you have the chance to make an impact.   
  
In this moment, you can make an impact in different ways. You may not be employed, or go to your job 
every day.  You may have little money in your bank account.  But you can stretch and grow into a new per-
son. This is your moment. 
  
Just a few weeks ago, New York City was an epicenter of business and commerce, a busy and fruitful 
city. Now people stand in their balconies and cheer for healthcare and essential workers every 
night. There is a closer connection among people who have lived together for decades and never known 
each other’s names.  For we are all just breaths away from catching the coronavirus. 
  
When you think about what your life was like in February 2020, it feels like a long time ago. You didn't 
worry about buying toilet paper or hand sanitizer. You didn’t attend writing conferences over Zoom. You 
didn't watch the stock market minute to minute. And you didn't worry about buying food and supplies.  
  
You lived in the moment. You shook hands at parties and hugged friends at special events. You spent 
hours and hours at bookstores, browsing shelves for new ideas. You walked casually through life, encoun-
tering obstacles and making judgment calls that appeared to be sensible. You bought new clothes and in-
dulged in fine wines.  You didn't think too much about the future, beyond this week. You lived, breathed, 
and loved your life. 
  
You may never return to that life, but now you can create a new pattern of living for yourself. You can be-
come a better person because of the adversity you are going through. And your stories will offer a deeper 
emotional experience for your readers, while your characters will overcome obstacles you never imagined 
before. You’ve got this! 

SCBWI Sept/Oct/Nov Your Covid-19 Writing World 
  By Suzanna E. Henshon, Ph.D. 
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Sue finished a Ph.D. at William & Mary in 2005, and taught for 13 

years before beginning a full-time writing career. 

Sue’s latest book, How to Deal (When You Can't Believe How Sad You 
Feel) will come out with Free Spirit Press in 2021.  



How? First, find out who we are: I am a mom, a grand-mom, a sister, a wife, a friend, a concerned citizen, a 

writer, an exerciser, a pianist, a dog owner. 

How are we prejudiced? When people are perceived to be “different.” Our instinct is to spot danger and 

protect ourselves, our family, our community, our tribe/nation. 

Check out our own biases, if any, by taking this fun and interesting test at: www.implicit.Harvard.edu.  

How much of an effort do we make to learn about others? When someone new joins our group or when we 

meet up with a stranger, simply saying hello can make all the difference. Watch this short video to learn 

more about Oprah’s “Just Say Hello” campaign: http://www.oprah.com/health/just-say-hello-video. 

Read The Invisible Gorilla, by Christopher Chabris and Daniel Simons. The book “reveals an important truth: 

Our minds don't work the way we think they do. We think we see ourselves and the world as they really 

are, but we're actually missing a whole lot . . . In short, we try to give you a sort of ‘x-ray vision’ into your 

own minds, with the ultimate goal of helping you notice the invisible gorillas in your own life.” (Charles, C & 

Simons, D.) 

Learn more about how the mind works by googling “the McGurk Effect,” which is about auditory illusions. 

YouTube videos explain the McGurk Effect: https://www.youtube.com/results?

search_query=the+mcguirk+effect+  

Another book: brain rules, by John Medina, and especially brain rules for aging well, are added to my Wish 

List, as a result of listening to April’s discussion and looking into her suggested resources. 

Is it possible to write characters who represent the “Other” sensitively and convincingly? YES! Visit https://

writingtheother.com/, a site chock full of helpful information.  

SCBWI devotes an entire section for anti-racist resources, which can be found at: https://

www.scbwi.org/black-lives-matter-resources/. 

As writers for children, we need to learn as much as we can. Watch for more on this topic in 

future resources at SCBWI and SCBWI-NM. 
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An Evening with April Powers 

        By Linda Wilson 

We were honored to have as our guest speaker for our July 

Second Tuesday meeting, April Powers, the new SCBWI Di-

rector of Equity and Inclusion. The topic: Unconscious Bias.  

You might think, as I did, that you are not a biased person. 

However, according to experts, bias is part of the human con-

dition. We all have prejudices. Those we can change. It’s the 

unconscious biases that surprise us. We can change those, 

too.  

http://www.implicit.Harvard.edu
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=the+mcguirk+effect+
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=the+mcguirk+effect+
https://writingtheother.com/
https://writingtheother.com/
https://www.scbwi.org/black-lives-matter-resources/
https://www.scbwi.org/black-lives-matter-resources/
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Your manuscript is complete, polished . . . fini . . . ready to hit the big time—and you’ve decided to self-
publish your book. Getting ready for publication means your manuscript has been vetted over time with 
your critique partner(s), a professional editor, and has stood the test of time, meaning during revision 
you’ve let it sit a few days between revision sessions. Now what? 
 

Publishing on Amazon is the Likely First Choice 
Put your mind at ease. My book, a children’s book for 7-11-year-olds, was published on Amazon less than a 
month ago, and my experience uploading the manuscript and book covers for both the eBook and paper-
back, was a positive one. Here’s why: 
Google the question,“Can I have my book formatted and cover created at Amazon?” and you will see sever-
al companies offering these services. Or you can go to kdp.amazon.com/prepare your book, and see that 
your eBook manuscript can be formatted with Kindle Create, and cover designed by Cover Creator. Free 
tools are also available for your paperback. 
Since I already had illustrations for the book’s cover and interior, I chose to go to professionals to format 
the book and create the cover, and I’m glad I did. I’ve received compliments on how professional my book 
looks. I purchased a combination deal with Formatted Books and 100 Covers to do the work. I sent both 
companies the documents for the manuscript, interior illustrations, and for the covers for the eBook, the 
paperback, and now a square cover for the audiobook, which is in the making. For formatting, I sent my 
manuscript in a Word file to Formatted Books. All for one low, reasonable price. 
 

Time to Start the Amazon Learning Curve 
I went to Amazon KDP and looked over the material—lots and lots of material—and tried not to be over-
whelmed. I decided to print the explanations and put them in a 3-ring binder so I could study them at my 
leisure. That cut down on screen fatigue and actually gave me reassurance, something to hold in my hand, I 
suppose.  
First order of business: obtaining an ISBN number. Amazon offers ISBN numbers for free. “Amazon will au-
to-generate an ISBN number for your print book and an ASIN number for your digital book, or register it 
with Bowker and www.booksinprint.com and even generate the appropriate EAN barcode for the back of 
your printed book.” (Google, May 28, 2019)  
I chose to do the latter and purchase my own ISBN numbers so that I own them, and went to the source: 
Bowker.com. I purchased ten ISBN numbers for the rest of this series, including the audiobook, and for fu-
ture books. Note: Ebooks don’t need ISBN numbers. Bowker offers other services which are worth checking 
out, including getting on their mailing list for self-published authors. Lots of helpful information there. 
 

A Few Hiccups  
You need to decide how much royalty you would like to receive, 35% or 70%. I couldn’t find an explanation 
to help me decide, so I went for it. I chose 70%! 
Obtain an RSS URL. For a thorough explanation, go to https://zapier.com/blog/how-to-find-rss-feed-url/. 
Be careful how you price your book: I had the bar code made, also from Bowker, with a nice, low price on 
it. Then when it came time to price the book while filling out the Amazon questionnaire, my price was low-
er than the minimum Amazon requires. So, I had to ask 100 Covers to change the book price on the bar 
code, located on the paperback back cover, to a higher price. 
Insert the correct imprint (trade name) for your book. My attempts weren’t accepted, so I called Bowker. A 
gentleman answered right away, and he told me to go to Bookwire.com and plug in the ISBN number. 
Voilà! There was my imprint!       

Amazon: A Self-Published Author’s Dream 

                       By Linda Wilson 

 Continued on page 21 

kdp.amazon.com/prepareyourbook
https://zapier.com/blog/how-to-find-rss-feed-url/
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What’s Next? 
Once your information is accepted into the system, Amazon says your sales page will appear in 72 hours. 
Mine appeared in 24 hours. Then it’s time to take advantage of all Amazon has to offer. 
 
 Apply to Author Central to create your Author page. 
 Apply for “Look inside,” a feature that Amazon creates and displays in about five days. 
 Order author copies right away. I ordered ten, which took about two weeks to arrive as books are Print 

on Demand. I’ve used five of my copies to send to reviewers (with a gift, or swag, that I created as a 
thank you), and have kept five to give away or sell. I included a note to the reviewers to ask them if they 
would pass the book on to a child once they’re done with it, and have gotten a positive response on the 
desire to do that. I reminded them about leaving a review on Amazon (that’s the only place my book is 
sold right now). Also, I’m taking Carolyn Howard-Johnson’s advice in her terrific book, How to Get Great 
Book Reviews, and am sending thank you cards and thank you emails to my reviewers. 

 Karen Cioffi, award-winning author and creator and owner of Writers on the Move blog, posted her re-
view of my book on Carolyn Howard-Johnson’s very helpful website, https://thenewbookreview.com/. 
Check it out! 

 My first newsletter was emailed to my email list that I’ve been cultivating. 
 Swag (author gifts) was made. Hint: Recipients have liked my swag because I have made it useful. 
 An audiobook is on the way from Findaway Voices. If you think you had fun writing your book, wait un-

til you hear a professional narrator read it! 
 For my final hurrah, I have purchased a spot at Bryan Cohen’s Amazon Ad School (online) to take the 

next step in selling my book. And when I find time (uh huh!) I plan to register for the free program to 
distribute my paperback at IngramSpark. My eBook doesn’t qualify be-
cause I signed up with KDP Select, which I think authors need to consid-
er. Try this terrific SPF Community on Facebook for help with deciding 
whether to go with KDP Select or go wide, meaning you can sell your 
book in any market. KDP Select is a 90-day commitment to sell only on 
Amazon (with lots of benefits), and is renewable. 
 A note about Amazon Prime: Having your book included in Amazon 
Prime is by invitation only. 
 A note about KDP and Author Central's Help Desk: It is great! My 
questions--and there were many--were answered politely and quickly. 
Knowing this gave me reassurance. 
 

I’ve enjoyed every step of the way, from writing the book to arriving at 

this juncture. The next step is cutting out time each day, or on a sched-

ule, to keep track of my ads on Amazon, continue to expand my email 

list, continue to look for reviewers, and so much more! 

Amazon: A Self-Published Author’s Dream 

      By Linda Wilson 
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Talent, Perseverance, & Luck 

Three themes, talent, perseverance, and luck, in this order, surfaced again and again in the conversations 

with Sir Philip Pullman, Kwame Alexander, Raúl The Third, and others. Talent and luck are out of our con-

trol. Perseverance or BIC (Butt-in-Chair, as Jane Yolen had no trouble calling it) is the one thing we can 

control. Raúl said that he took any job that came his way— painting murals, designing menus, etc. One or 

two of these windows of opportunity opened a door to his career. 

Which brings us to luck. Because while you can’t control luck, you can position yourself to be in the right 

place when it shows up. And that was an encouraging thought. 

As artists we work with the talent we’ve got, hone skills, show up to work, make the most of opportunity, 

and if the luck shows up…perhaps it will choose us. 

And if it doesn’t? 

Well, then there is Jane Yolen there to say, remember your joy. 

We had 26 members attend the SCBWI Summer Spectacular—a truly 

spectacular online event—including stellar faculty such as Sir Philip Pull-

man, Judy Blume, Kwame Alexander, Jacqueline Woodson, Jane Yolen, 

Meg Medina, and on and on. Discussions ranged far and wide, and I’m 

sure we all took away nuggets of gold. On three evenings, some of the 

New Mexico and West Texas participants met online to discuss the day’s 

events. Overarching themes emerged as we sorted through the presenta-

tions.  

SCBWI Sept/Oct/Nov 
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SCBWI Summer Spectacular 

     By Michele Hathaway Tuton 

Continued on page 23 
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Heart & Truth 

Which brings us to another set of themes that emerged during the Summer Spectacular. Focus on the 

Heart and Truth of your work. Arthur Levin urged creators to focus on the truth of their work; Judy Blume 

and Jacqueline Woodson also talked about the heart. When we focus on the heart of our work, we won’t 

go wrong. 

Talent, Perseverance, Luck, Heart, Truth 

These are big, abstract concepts, so much at the core of making art. Especially in these times, they bind 

together to create solid ground. We can plant our feet here. And if even this ground trembles? Reach for 

joy.          

SCBWI Summer Spectacular 

        By Michele Hathaway Tuton 

“My first rejection, I went into the closet and 

cried. After that, it was all about determina-

tion…Determination is as important as tal-

ent. Talent is certainly important, but with-

out the determination, it’s probably never 

going to happen. So you need to say, Okay, 

okay. They didn’t want this one but wait till 

they see the next one!” --Judy Blume   

Pixabay 

Determination 
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Submit to the Newsletter! 
Please send any articles, news, and artwork to:  

scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com. For ease of editing, please 
submit within the following guidelines: 

Writing: 

Member News: Please email your news to share to Linda 
Wilson, scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com.  
 

Please submit documents within a word processor 
document: MS Word, Pages, or similar as an attachment 
to your email. 
 

Please do not include large articles in the text of an email 
as they are difficult to grab, copy and paste. 

Please limit articles to 1,000 words, or roughly three  
pages of text. 
 

Please submit short poems related to children and 
writing only. 

File names should follow this format:  

First_Lastname_Titleofarticle_monthyeardate  

(ex: Linda_Wilson_AStoryIWrote_0419.) 

Art: 

Please submit your artwork as a 72 dpi JPG image no  

larger than 8.5x11 in. 
 

Please crop images so there aren’t any borders. 
 

File names should follow this format:  
Lastname_Titleofartwork. 
 

Thank you for your  

 submissions! 

Editors note: While we do our best to be 

accurate, SCBWI New Mexico cannot be 

held responsible for any errors or omis-

sions. Feel free to email news, articles, 

illustrations and comments to Linda Wil-

son at scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com.  

Next Issue: 

Dec/Jan/Feb 

Deadline: 

Nov. 15th 

Regional Advisor:  
Michele Hathaway Tuton    
newmexico-ra@scbwi.org 
 

Assistant Regional Advisor:  
Lee VanBrakle      
newmexico-ara@scbwi.org 
 

Illustrator Coordinator:  
Eddie Edwards 
newmexico-ic@scbwi.org 
 

 

Published Authors Coordinator: 
Chris Eboch 
chriseboch@gmail.com 
 

 E-lerts Coordinator:  

Jennifer Bohnoff 
scbwi.nm.elerts@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor/Online Third 
Saturday Critique Group 
Facilitator (Region):  
Linda Wilson                       
scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

Online Critique Group 
Facilitator (Santa Fe): 
Rachel Stofocik 
newmexico@scbwi.org  
 

Social Media Coordinator: 
Eddie Edwards 
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