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Michele Hathaway Tuton 

Regional Advisor 

NM SCBWI Chapter 

Notes from Michele 

Over the past few months, I’ve talked with many of you about how 

your art is going during the pandemic. Some, like me, find it hard to 

concentrate. I’ve turned to journal writing and poetry to sustain myself. 

I give myself permission to chip at larger works and take afternoon 

naps. Some of you have been able to immerse yourselves in your pro-

jects, making great strides toward your goals. Others have put down 

their pens and brushes altogether. That’s okay. 

Whatever your experience, give yourself grace. If you’re 

making masks, baking bread, or puttering around the gar-

den, that’s great. This is not a time for guilt. It is a time to 

take care of yourself and others. Perhaps you have lost 

friends or family. You may have lost businesses or jobs. 

Maybe you are exhausted from trying to school your chil-

dren at home. Maybe you can’t get any work done be-

cause everyone is home. Maybe you are desperately 

lonely. Maybe you just had your first child. Breathe. 

“Love in the Time of  

Carona” 

By Monica Di Bisceglie 
  Continued on page 3 
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After Cromwell’s rabble smashed Winchester Cathedral’s me-

dieval stained glass windows during England’s Civil War in 

1642, artists gathered the shards to create a new window, a 

collage, wholly different—and beautiful.  

Our world has shattered, and shattered again, and again. Tragedies headline the news daily. The latest, at the time 

of this writing, was the brutal murder of yet another black man by a white cop. No amount of glue will ever put the 

pieces back together the way they were. No amount of glue should. But maybe these lethal shards can be made 

into something new. That is our power as artists. 

 

As writers and illustrators, we have the tools to help us not only survive but to make meaning in this broken world. 

If Victor Frankl could do it in a Nazi death camp, I tell myself, we must have a chance, too. We possess the tools to 

document uncertainty, fear, brokenness, and chaos. Like Monica Di Bisceglie’s moving painting above, we can also 

portray a new face of love in our present reality. We—we who create worlds with words and brush strokes—can 

envision hope, especially for the children. 

 

Michele 

Notes from Michele 

Winchester Cathedral, England 
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Chris Eboch has her foot in two worlds: children’s literature, as Chris Eboch and M.M. Eboch; and as Kris Bock, in adult literature. Chris 
has written over sixty books for children, including nonfiction and fiction, early reader through teen. Please visit Chris’s website, 
www.chriseboch.com and her Amazon page, https://www.amazon.com/Chris-Eboch/e/B001JS25VE/ to learn more. Chris’s books on 
writing, You Can Write for Children and Advanced Plotting, and posts on her blogspot, Write Like a Pro! A Free Online Writing Workshop, 
are chock full of down-to-earth advice for authors interested in honing their craft. Chris is a terrific editor, and she is a Regional Advisor 
Emeritus (RAE) of New Mexico SCBWI. 

 

As Kris Bock, https://www.krisbock.com/, Chris writes novels of romance, mystery, and suspense. Her Furrever Friends Sweet Romance 

series features the employees and customers at a cat café. And novels of suspense and romance with outdoor adventures and South-

western landscapes include The Mad Monk’s Treasure, The Dead Man’s Treasure, and The Skeleton Treasure. 

And now Chris has embarked on a new young adult romantic comedy series with her brother, author and educator, Doug Eboch. 
The new series features “Felony Melanie,” Jake, and their friends seven years before the events of the movie Sweet Home Alabama. 
Doug wrote the original screenplay for Sweet Home Alabama as his master’s degree thesis script at the University of Southern California 
(USC). The box office hit, which came out in 2002 and starred Reese Witherspoon, is still a popular romantic comedy frequently found on 
TV. Chris and Doug’s new series is a natural extension of the movie. 

In the first novel, Felony Melanie in Pageant Pandemonium, Melanie qualifies for the Miss Alabama Princess Pageant. The prize 
could be her ticket out of Pigeon Creek. But can a “trailer trash” girl outshine the snooty debutantes? Meanwhile, Jake and his buddies 
suspect someone is sabotaging the pageant. In order to save the pageant and Melanie’s chance to win, the gang must show they’re 
more than what people see on the surface. 

 
 

The authors held an online video book launch on May 3. The actors who played Clinton and Wade in the movie answered questions 
from the audience in a lively chat. The launch recording is on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_8ZlPohypU.  

 
 

Doug currently teaches screenwriting at Art Center College of Design and at Loyola Marymount University, both in California. He has 
published books on script writing as well as novels and short stories as Jacob Love. The Hollywood Pitching Bible: A Practical Guide to 
Pitching Movies and Television, by Doug Eboch and Ken Aguado, “a book that tells the truth about the art of pitching in Hollywood,” is 
now in its 3rd edition and is available on Amazon. 

Preview of YouTube video Felony Melanie Book Launch Party 

Member News 

http://www.chriseboch.com
https://www.amazon.com/Chris-Eboch/e/B001JS25VE/
https://www.krisbock.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_8ZlPohypU
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Member News 

 

Book 3 in Kit Rosewater’s Derby Daredevils series, Tomoko Takes the Lead, is tentatively scheduled to 

release in the Spring of 2021! For an exclusive behind-the-scenes excerpt each month, visit Kit’s website 

and sign up for her newsletter, “Kit’s Corner,” https://www.kitrosewater.com.  In the May 1, 2020 issue, 

find out how she crafted her proposal to Abrams last fall, with as Kit put it, “the full pitch!” 

Here are some helpful things you can do to tell others about Kit’s series : 

• Purchasing a copy of Book 1 or requesting it at your library (for when they are ordering again) 

• Reviewing Book 1 on Amazon and/or Goodreads 

• Posting a photo of you or a consenting fellow reader with Book 1 

• Preordering Book 2 or putting in an early library request 

• Talking about Books 1, 2, or 3 of THE DERBY DAREDEVILS series to someone you know 

We’re over the Moon for you, Kit! 
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Member News 

Soon Trixie and her people’s lives turn into a series of wonderful, humorous and sometimes scary adven-

tures. In addition to her real life, Trixie embarks on three fantasy adventures while she sleeps. In the end 

it’s all about the bond of love between a rescue dog and her true  forever family. 

Congrats on your book, RJ! Learn more about RJ and Trixie, check out:    

https://www.facebook.com/TrixietheBrownDog 

RJ the Story Guy (aka RJ Mirabal) tells the story of Trixie the Brown 

Dog. This mama dog is rescued from a situation where she and her 

puppies were part of a hoard of 23 dogs. Soon, her puppies were 

adopted, and she joins a girl and her grandparents as her new fami-

ly. At first, everything is new: living indoors in her new home, learn-

ing to potty outdoors, getting the occasional bath (not fun!), and 

being locked in the laundry room at night (really not fun!). 

Congrats, RJ! 

We are proud of you! 
 

RJ’s book, Trixie Finds Her People, 

is a finalist, coming in at 3rd place,  

in the Children’s Book category for 

the New Mexico Press Women’s 

Book Awards, and one of  five final-

ists in the Animals/Pets category for 

2020 in the Next Generation Indie 

Book Awards, a national contest. All 

winners and finalists will be an-

nounced at their online awards pro-

gram June 26th on Facebook Live 

and the Next Generation Indie 

YouTube channel, 6 pm MDT. 

https://www.facebook.com/TrixietheBrownDog
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Member News 

Chris and Kaylynn Johnsen are currently under contract with 

AAPC Publishing. The first three books in the Lottie series are 

due out this year. Lottie is a military brat who is on the autistic 

spectrum. Her adventures in life and learning should resonate 

with families in the military, with children on the spectrum, and 

anyone who loves a good story.  

Also, they just signed with an agent, Terri Baranowski of Gate-

way Literary Agency.  Congratulations, Chris and Kaylynn! 

Terrific News for a Great Team! 

We are so happy for you! 

Chris and Kaylynn Johnsen, 

new to SCBWI-NM. We are 

thrilled and lucky to have you! 

Fernnie the Fish Finds Glasses is now 

available for purchase on Tal’s web site: 

https://www.tbeeillustrations.com/.  

TALMAGE BURDINE IS LOOKING FOR 
ARTISTS TO ADD TO HIS FREE COLORING 
PAGES FOR KIDS 
 
Tal is hoping to help out kids who are 
home for the summer and bored with 
shelter-in-place. Artists who put their 
free coloring pages on his website, can 
put their contact info on the sheets. 
https://www.tbeeillustrations.com/color-
me 

Contact Tal at tburd58@me.com 
He would love to hear from you! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

TALMAGE’S PICTURE 

BOOK IS OUT!!! 

https://scbwi.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=57e381419e5bb25db0c0e002d&id=d73d4c77e1&e=bae0d76320
https://scbwi.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=57e381419e5bb25db0c0e002d&id=b0f8aec408&e=bae0d76320
https://scbwi.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=57e381419e5bb25db0c0e002d&id=b0f8aec408&e=bae0d76320
mailto:tburd58@me.com
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Stay Grounded with Caroline Starr Rose’s 
“Writer’s Manifesto” 

Our chosen profession of writing for children, or any writing for that 

matter, can be rife with pitfalls. Operating from an established base 

can give writers the foundation needed to weather the ups and 

downs of publication. Caroline Starr Rose shared the foundation that 

she created for herself in an April webinar, offered by our regional 

chapter, SCBWI-NM, which she calls, “A Writer’s Manifesto: Who 

You Are, What You Value, and Why It Matters.” 

Caroline is a middle grade and picture book author whose books have been ALA-ALSC Notable, Junior Library 

Guild, ABA New Voices, Kids’ Indie Next, Amazon’s Best Books of the Month for Kids, and Bank Street College of 

Education Best Books selections. In addition, her books have been nominated for almost two dozen state award 

lists. Caroline was named a Publisher’s Weekly Flying Start Author for her debut novel, May B. Other books by Car-

oline include Ride On, Will Cody!, Jasper and the Riddle of Riley’s Mine, and A Race Around the World. Her book 

Miraculous releases the summer of 2021. Caroline spent her childhood in the deserts of Saudi Arabia and New 

Mexico and taught social studies and English in four different states. 

Caroline’s Sage Advice 
At some point, writers need to “put their writing out there,” which, moving out of the cocoon of our office to 

meeting the public, can be a scary experience indeed. She remembers a time when she struggled. That’s when she 

took the time to think about what she needed and came up with “The Writer’s Manifesto.” 

She suggests going back to the basics, laying groundwork for you to refer back to again and again in your writing 

journey. First ask: Why do you write? Curiosity? Love of children? Love of the subject matter? Remembering why 

helps. 

Caroline said she writes for her fifth-grade self—middle grade; picture books for children and parents. Why she 

writes? To make beautiful works of enduring value. She adds, “I want my words to honor childhood and to extend 

dignity to children.” 

  Continued on page 9 
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Then there’s the slippery slope of success. For down at the bottom is the deep, dark hole of failure. The path to 
success is a moving target, as Caroline points out, with plenty of room for disappointment. Somehow, you need to 
find a way to survive these ups and downs, for there will be both, successes and failures. Second: What is your 
definition of success? 
 

By creating sustainable definitions of why you write and what success means to you, you will have laid the foun-
dation you will need in order to stay grounded. First and foremost, these two definitions will help keep your mind-
set in your control, and no one else’s. There will be no room for doubt. In addition to keeping your mindset in 
your control, Caroline’s Writer’s Manifesto offers additional ways to stay grounded. Here are two that come up 
frequently. 
 

• You have become a success. You have multiple published works with traditional publishers that are selling well, 
even winning awards. The Writer’s Manifesto says, “Hold success loosely.” Remember: Success is a gift, not a giv-
en. It’s a gift when someone likes your book. When you receive praise and are treated as someone special, hold it 

loosely. Don’t think you’re more important than anyone else. Stay grounded:  
Remember why you write and how you define success. 
• You are rubbing elbows with authors and illustrators who have garnered success. You can’t help it. You find 
yourself comparing yourself to them and feeling envious. And what’s worse, your peers don’t even notice you. At 
times like this, take the long view. Stay generous. Another person’s success doesn’t mean there is less opportuni-
ty for you. Acknowledge that you’re envious. Use your envy as a map. Follow this map to where you want to go. 

These successful artists are your inspiration. View them that way. Stay grounded: Remember why you 
write and how you define success. 
 

Caroline’s Writer’s Manifesto can be your anchor. It can be your guide, leading your thoughts and opinions to the 
highest place they can go. Creating a manifesto of your own can save you a lot of time and effort, so you can re-
focus your energies on what matters: your works. 
 

Here are questions you can ask yourself: 
• Why do you write? 
• What is your sustainable definition of success? 
• How can you deal with comparison and envy? 
• Creating your own Manifesto: 
*What ideals do you want to hold to? 
*What truths do you want to guide you? 
*What do you want to stand for? 
*What do you want to avoid? 
 

Caroline urges: READ THIS!!!  
https://www.mariondanebauer.com/blog/2015/09/the-deepest-gift/ 
 
 

Visit Caroline's website and her blog for helpful writing information and tips. Caroline is an active member of our 
SCBWI-NM regional chapter. She lends her expertise and help in our activities throughout the year. She is a de-
light to know and we are grateful for her participation and support. 
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“Writer’s Manifesto,”Continued 

     By Caroline Starr Rose 

https://www.mariondanebauer.com/blog/2015/09/the-deepest-gift/
https://carolinestarrrose.com/


SCBWI June/July/August 

10 

The Secret Lives of Our Books 
      By Chris Eboch  

As writers, we spend endless one-on-one time with our manuscripts. We know everything about them. A 
few critique partners may read the work; we may talk about it with some friends and family members. But 
we control the story, we know exactly what’s happening and when, the way a devoted new parent may 
know their infant’s every smile and burp. 

But eventually, this thing you’ve birthed goes out into the world. You hope it will make friends, that others 
will love it the way you do and treat it well. You hope, perhaps secretly, that it will do something remarka-
ble. Be important. Become a star. 

For a while you can hold its hand. You can guide it through the torturous world of submissions, and fight 
for its integrity with the publisher (while letting those teachers groom it for even greater success). 

But if all goes well, eventually you must step away. Like a parent sending a child off to college, a writer re-
leasing a published book has to let go. You cross your fingers, say a prayer, give it a kiss, and try not to let 
your anxiety show. You’ve done your best to raise something strong and wonderful. Hopefully you’ve giv-
en your baby the tools to survive and even thrive. That doesn’t mean you’ll never hear bad news (or bad 
reviews), but you hope for the best. 

And before you know it, this thing that was all yours belongs to the world. It’s off living its own life. You 
may only learn about its activities by chance.  
 

We hear reports on our literary progeny from surprising places. I got an e-mail from a friend in Montana 
who said he was talking about me to someone who thought The Well of Sacrifice sounded familiar. Sure 
enough, his niece had read it and loved it! I connected with an old friend via Facebook and found out his 
daughter read the book for her class and even made a game based on it. 
 

I discovered that the book is an option in the homeschooling curriculum from a homeschooling mother 
who comes to our local SCBWI schmoozes. A Facebook acquaintance mentioned that a Gallup, New Mexi-
co library has the book. I do a yearly video school visit with a school in Durango, Colorado, where the class 
reads the book for their study of the Maya. 

Hats off to Chris Eboch for all she does 

for ‘kids’ of all ages! 

  Continued on page 11 



“I recently googled Wellspring of Magic,” Jan Fields says. “It was [just a] little fantasy novel for kids. But I’ve seen 

a Facebook group dedicated to it. I’ve seen Sims3 challenges based on it. I’ve seen book reports done on it, both a 

couple written and one in the form of a little podcast. I have gotten an amazing amount of fan mail from it. And I 

recently checked World Cat and saw this long list of libraries that are holding a copy. All of this astounds me. I 

wrote the thing as work-for-hire, and it went on to generate all this stuff.” 

We can’t control which of our books are most popular. Perhaps my biggest seller is Milton Hershey: Young Choco-
latier, written under the name M. M. Eboch. It isn’t my favorite of my titles, but I’ve gotten fan mail for it. An ac-
quaintance said her grandson liked it so much he bought a copy for his teacher. I can’t complain, but I sometimes 
feel like a parent whose “average” child made the Dean’s list while the “smart one” is struggling to find their way. 

We may never know all the things our books are doing without telling us. I’ve found out teachers are using The 
Well of Sacrifice with their kids when the teacher e-mails me to request lesson plans. When I got invited to do a 
school visit, I discovered that the entire Elizabeth, New Jersey school district was using the book for all fourth -
grade classes when they teach the Maya.  

I’ll never know exactly who is reading the book, or how it’s being used. But it delights me to know that my baby, 
birthed way back in 1999, has gone on to visit so many people, to teach, to entertain, and – dare I say it? – some-
times even to be loved. 
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The Secret Lives of Our Books, Continued 

      By Chris Eboch  

“The Well of Sacrifice Game” 

created by a friend’s daughter 

who read Chris’s book to her 

class. 

Visit www.chriseboch.com; 

Chris’s Amazon page, and her 

romance and suspense books 

as Kris Bock at 

www.krisbock.com.  

NEW! Felony Melanie in Pag-

eant Pandemonium: A Sweet 

Home Alabama romantic 

comedy novel, available in 

paperback and at ebook re-

tailers  

https://books2read.com/Pageant-Pandemonium
https://books2read.com/Pageant-Pandemonium


SCBWI June/July/August 

12 

In a preorder campaign, if the author chooses to send swag out early, they can package it to be a small gift in it-
self. So even if the book won’t arrive for a few months, there’s a nice gift to hand to a recipient that lets them 
know what’s coming their way.  
  
And especially if you happen to have a March 2020 release date, but when the holidays are right around the cor-
ner and you’re dying to see your book passed along to someone else in the spirit of giving, there might be some-
thing to be said for packaging early gifts for readers…  As you might have guessed, I eventually landed on the 
“yes” side of putting on a preorder campaign. 
 
 To be clear, I don’t think I’ve done enough research to justify firmly shouting about campaigns in one particular 
light or another. It’s true that authors don’t make a lot of money from their books alone, and preorder campaigns 
are largely the author investing their own dollars along with time and energy to organize and send out the goods.  
 That said, it’s also true that preorder campaigns are this really lovely way to thank readers for preordering and 
having interest in your work. Even if all those readers are your grandma. It’s not a small thing to take a trust fall 
into a book, and if I could thank every one of those preorder-ers in person, I would! So, putting a preorder pack-
age together just made sense for me in the end. 
 Without further ado… 
 

***THE DERBY DAREDEVILS PREORDER CAMPAIGN DETAILS*** 
 

 There are lots of ways to do a preorder campaign, and I’m a huge fan of combining flat packages with exciting 
grand prize giveaways.  
 For my flat package campaign, anyone who preorders THE DERBY DAREDEVILS from any retailer and sends proof 
of preorder to thederbydaredevils@gmail.com will receive a bright green, roller derby festive envelope with the 
following inside: 
 · A special letter about their preorder and some fun facts about the book! 
 · A signed bookplate featuring a Daredevils player! 
 · A dye cut sticker of the Daredevils logo! 
 · A super cool bookmark featuring a Daredevils player! 
 · An official roller derby glossary featuring a few Daredevils players! 
 · A blank postcard for dropping a line to friends—maybe even about an awesome 
   upcoming roller derby series! 
  

Choosing to do a Pre-order Campaign 

         By Kit Rosewater 

  Continued on page 13 

mailto:thederbydaredevils@gmail.com
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 Anyone who requests THE DERBY DAREDEVILS at their library and sends proof of the request will receive: 
 · A special letter about libraries being awesome and some fun facts about the book! 
· A super cool bookmark featuring a Daredevils player! 
· An official roller derby glossary featuring a few Daredevils players! 
· A blank postcard for dropping a line to friends—maybe even about an awesome upcoming roller derby 
series! 
 In addition to the flat swag, all preorders will be eligible to win one of two *GRAND PRIZE PACKAGES!* 
The grand prizes will contain items such as… 
 · A special annotated ARC of THE DERBY DAREDEVILS Book 1! 
· An ARC of the upcoming DERBY DAREDEVILS Book 2—out in Fall 2020! 
· Limited edition “Sour Birthday” popcorn from local Austin gourmet poppers. 
· Stylish, cozy roller derby socks. 
· A roller derby enamel pin to show off on your best denim jacket.  
· A few secret items which were revealed in March 2020! 
So, there you have it! While not all debut authors will want to (or should feel the pressure to) engage in a 
preorder campaign, THE DERBY DAREDEVILS have decided we’re a go, and the team could be rolling into 
your own mailbox as soon as this month! Update: DERBY DAREDEVILS, BOOK THREE is in the works! See 
Member News and Kit’s website, https://www.kitrosewater.com, for details. 

Choosing to do a Pre-order Campaign, Continued 

         By Kit Rosewater 

“Locust-

Sharq” 

By Zahra 

Marwin 

https://www.kitrosewater.com
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The list of things you can’t do during Shelter-in-Place is endless. Pickup games at the gym have been put down. 

Concerts have fallen silent. We isolate instead of celebrate. We can’t even Sketch and Write together at Bear 

Canyon. So, what can you do until we get a vaccine for the covid-19?  

Research.  

Nobody can stop you from asking questions. Pick up that project that you’re stalled on because you can’t decide 

if your character is deadlocked in a staring battle with a spitting cobra or a spitting camel. Ask an expert! I ’ve 

found that sheltering-in-place gives your questions a validity they did not previously possess. For example, in Feb-

ruary nobody had time to help you figure out how far a 6-foot-tall camel can spit.  But now, you and your expert 

are each locked in your respective home offices, the hours dragging on and on. Now camel spit becomes an inter-

esting conversation.   

  

Shelter (and Research) at Home 

    By Sharon Sivinski 

  Q: How far can a camel spit? 
  A: If you have to ask, you're probably too close! 

  Continued on page 15 
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Another great online source is Nonfiction Fest web site. The fest was over in February, but you can still read all 
the great articles at https://www.nffest.com/. While you’re there, be sure to download the activity grid. https://
www.nffest.com/p/blog-page.html Some of the activities will send you to fun research web sites.  
 
Speaking of fun research web sites, don’t miss the Library of Congress. They’re doing workshops now that teach 

you how to utilize areas of their website for research. They’ll be putting up recordings of all these workshops at 

https://loc.gov/teachers/professionaldevelopment/office-hours/. 

 

What if you have kids and don’t have time to research? Put them to work if they’re old enough. Kate Messner 

does. And if they’re too young, sit them in your lap and learn together. For instance, while researching camel spit 

for this article, I learned a lot of fun facts.   

 

 Some other animals that spit to protect themselves are llamas, spittlebugs, archerfish, and walruses.  

 The United States Camel Corps were based in Texas from 1855 until the Civil War got going. Scary stories are 

still told of human skeletons riding feral camels through the Texas desert. 

 Camel spit is actually projectile vomit. 

 

 Oh, and by the way, if your heroine is trapped by a spitting cobra, she should stay at least 7 feet away. To 

avoid getting thwacked with camel spit, keep a distance of 36 feet.  

Shelter (and Research) at Home, Continued 

        By Sharon Sivinski 

Yes, research is the rabbit hole you didn’t have time to go down. Jump 
in now. Kate Messner and Sarah Albee recently gave a great webinar 
about research. I learned that a good starting place is Wikipedia. What? 
That’s right. You would never cite information from there, but each 
Wikipedia article has a great bibliography you can use. Track down 
those sources and see what other gems are in the article. Because a lot 
of Wikipedia’s citations are from online sources, you can read them 
even if libraries are closed. I hope you’re not saying, “Doh!” and slap-
ping your forehead like I did when I heard this tip. 

Sharon is SCBWI-NM E-lerts Editor 

https://www.nffest.com/
https://www.nffest.com/p/blog-page.html
https://www.nffest.com/p/blog-page.html
https://loc.gov/teachers/professionaldevelopment/office-hours/
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Spotlight: Artist and Author Alan Stacy 

Q: The paths you’ve taken for your artistic career has taken you many places, all related by virtue of being 
“art.” But you studied medicine first. What happened in your career to inspire you to become an artist 
rather than stay in the medical profession? 

A:  I always had an interest in science and nature. That seemed a logical pursuit. I have always been an artist 
since very young. I was fascinated by Leonardo da Vinci’s works on dissection and anatomy. I reproduced 
some of those works, then either sold or gave them away. I suppose as a tension release, I was still doing 
art even while studying. I could not put it away. I painted murals from the Renaissance artist Vesalius 
showing the human circulatory and nervous systems on the school walls for extra income. Many of my 
colleagues said, “you need to go be an artist.” I left med school after my second year and never looked 
back. 

Q: What was your role in the various artistic endeavors that you pursued? Is there a favorite, or more than 
one favorite? 

        A:  Illustrator and cartoonist for a Civil Engineering company. Computer graphics artist and animator for 
 Broadcast Television. Costume designer, effects makeup artist, set designer, storyboard artist, and prop 
 maker for film, television, and theater. Children’s  book illustrator. Instructor in drawing, cartooning, ad-
 vertising art, graphic novel creation. They were all challenging and fun in their own ways. There is noth-
 ing more fulfilling than to go to a job and be creative all day. I  probably get more satisfaction out of illus-
 trating: creating something from nothing but an idea. Doing the full-scale dimensional work such as 
 sculpting and costuming are a joy. But it takes up so much room! 

Albuquerque isn’t the only place artist and author Alan Stacy hails from. 

Though a graduate of  Manzano High School in Albuquerque, he has lived 

in Anchorage, Alaska, Springfield, Virginia, and Wiesbaden, Germany. 

Alan has graciously agreed to be the first in our new series, “Spotlight.” 

The idea is for our members to become better acquainted with one an-

other. What better time to start than our stay-at-home days? Alan, who 

is the author/illustrator of twelve books, has had an interesting and var-

ied career and is still hard at work at his many artistic  endeavors. 

Alan and Daisy relaxing at 

home in Albuquerque. 

  Continued on page 17 
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 Q: How did you land so many interesting jobs? 

 A: Ha! I am restless by nature. Part of being a freelance artist means you are always looking for work and 
end up in some odd byways. The work either seeks you out and falls in your lap (word of mouth/
networking) or you campaign really hard to get it. I tried all through the ‘90’s to get into an animation 
studio. Got really close a few times but never happened. 

        Q: Where do you get your ideas? 

        A: My inspiration comes from books and especially fantasy works. Works by other artists—all of art his
 tory in fact. I try to break down their works in terms of composition, content, and technique. I have 
 no use for Pollock or Rothko but I can still learn from them. Finally, movies and animated cartoons 
 have strongly influenced me all my life and in all my works. Ideas are ironic things. They can just pop 
 into my head; they can be triggered by a word, a phrase, a name, a title, an image, a piece of music. 
 It's a race to get an image down on paper in the form that I visualize. Those cartoon mice were the 
 direct result of a dream I had where I entertained two very polite and proper British mice for dinner. 
 They sat on little booster seats and we conversed while we ate. I tried to reproduce them as exactly as  I 
 saw them in the dream. 

Spotlight: Artist and Author 

Alan Stacy, Continued 

“A Bear Alone,” By Alan F. Stacy 

  Continued on page 18 
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     Q: What are some of your fondest memories? 

A: All the traveling we did as a kid; my father was in the Air Force. Germany and Alaska are my favorite places 
on earth. My dad raised and showed award winning black Cocker Spaniels. Beautiful dogs. We switched 
to poodle dogs when I was a kid due to allergies. We had some big black Standard poodles. My last one, 
Louis, was so scary smart, loving, entertaining, and funny. He used to talk to me. He had quite a vocabu-
lary and a lot to say. Never understood any of it obviously, but whenever you said “Hello Louis” he would 
replay “Uf”, not “woof” or “ruff” but “Uf”. Many fond memories of hours of play with him. He was either 
under my drawing table as I worked or under my piano when I played.  

Q: What books have you written and illustrated? Are they all for children? 

A: Not all are for children. I illustrated a series of three titles on Ancient Egypt for a friend. My first book was 
my own self-published anthology of graphic style stories I called Animal Tales, entirely written and illus-
trated by me. That taught me how to put a book together: pacing, layout, etc. The other titles are nonfic-
tion alphabet books for Sleeping Bear Press: L is for Lone Star, A Texas Alphabet, Round Up Numbers, a 
Texas Counting Book, G is for Galaxy, An Out of This World Alphabet, and P is for Passport, A World Alpha-
bet. Titles for Pelican Publishing: Texas Zeke and the Longhorn, Pennsylvania Dutch Alphabet; Alaskan 
Night Before Christmas, as an illustrator. I did one independent title for the Grand Prairie Texas ISD and 
their reading program, Ross the Reader and the Great Balloon Race. I helped edit that book for content 
and vocabulary. I also acted as a consultant for them on two other books Grand Prairie produced.  

Q: What projects are you working on now? 

A: I always have something in the works. I just finished the two newsletter pieces. I am finishing up a costume 
reproduction from 1562 that I was going to wear to the New Mexico Celtic Renaissance Fair that got post-
poned in March. 

Q: What advice do you have for aspiring artists? 

A: Have a goal. Don’t give up. Be as good at looking for the work as you are at doing the work. Don’t compare 
or compete. The market is constantly changing; there’s a place for everyone. Don’t turn down the work 
unless it’s morally repugnant to you. Be honest in your dealings. Get your agreements in writing and fulfill 
your promises but be sure you know when it’s best to walk away. Realize that there is an apprenticeship 
to this business (the 10,000-hour proposition) and it will not happen for you overnight. DON’T DO ANY-
THING FOR FREE! It leads nowhere. 

Q: What is one thing most people don’t know about you? 

A: I am incredibly shy around strangers. Being born under the sign of Cancer, it’s a built-in defense mecha-
nism. I’ve had to overcome it. Public speaking has been a godsend in that regard. 

Spotlight: Artist and Author 

Alan Stacy, Continued 

Thank you, Alan. Best of luck 

with all your future projects. 
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Lessons from Cinderella 

                       By Dr. Suzanna E. Henshon 

       1. Develop your best qualities.  As a scullery maid, Cinderella develops her inner beauty. When the fairy godmother  
               flashes her wand, Cindy becomes a lovely young girl. However, she’s already transformed her character; the magic 
               only works on the outside. 

2. Prepare for luck.  Cinderella never stops dreaming or believing in herself.  When the fairy godmother gives her the 
chance to attend the ball, Cindy jumps at the opportunity. Who wouldn’t want to at least be in the running to 
catch the prince’s eye?   

3. When the moment is right, put yourself on the line.  As a writer, you work hours, weeks, and years on manu-
scripts.  But at some point, you have to drop a few query letters and stories in the mail. Just like Cinderella will nev-
er catch the prince’s attention if she doesn’t attend the ball, you’ll never catch an editor’s eye if your manuscript 
isn’t in the pile.   

4. Get yourself out of the slush pile.  In Cinderella’s case, she’s able to separate herself from the rest of the girls partly 
due to her fairy godmother’s assistance. But Cindy’s been preparing herself for weeks ahead of time. While a maid, 
she’s seen her stepsisters act and learned what not to do. While she doesn’t have a Princess-in-Training manual at 
her fingertips. Cinderella develops her inner beauty. 

5. Attend events and meet new people.  Cinderella’s big break comes when she attends a ball at the palace.  She’s nev-
er seen the prince before, and she doesn’t know exactly how to act at a royal dance. The lesson is simple; if you 
attend events and conferences, eventually you’ll connect with other people and learn more about the craft of 
writing.  

6. Don’t be afraid to change.  You might be tied too closely to a writing voice or genre. This might prevent you from 
exploring other storylines. Cinderella took a chance and gave up her scullery outfit for a glamorous gown. She 
knew the glamour would only last a few hours, but she was willing to let things flow. With your writing, consider 
taking a chance. If you’ve never written a poem before, sit down and try. When you give yourself permission to try 
different styles of writing, sometimes you find a renewed freedom and vision with words. 

7. Become a prince or princess.  We all have great qualities, and sometimes we lack the confidence to develop these 
abilities. As a writer, you have the ability to move beyond clichés. Before you can attain that publication or fulfill 
that dream, you need to believe in yourself. You need to relax and allow that swan to emerge. By allowing your 
best qualities to come through, you’ll step into the role of being a prince or princess. Your hard work and newly-
gained confidence will be a magic wand, carrying your writing to a higher level. 

 
As writers, we can look to an old, favorite fairytale to guide our writing. Rather than waiting for a fairy godmother to trans-
form us, we can create our own magic. Cinderella is there to guide our way, as a figure of inspiration and a meditative 
muse. 

Cinderella is a popular fairy tale which dates back to A.D. 860 in China.  In 1696, 
the French writer, Charles Perrault, popularized this common folk tale. Cinderella 
later starred in a 1950 film produced by the Walt Disney Company. In recent years, 
she’s re-emerged in children’s classics like Lon Po Po, a Caldecott Award winner, 
and as the Newbery Honor Book, Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine.  What can 
writers learn from an endearing fairytale? Sue finished a Ph.D. at 

William & Mary in 2005, 
and taught for 13 years 
before beginning a full-
time writing career. 
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Linda Wilson, with her writing partners, Peanut and 

Sweet Pea, reading one of Chris Eboch’s ghost sto-

ries, The Ghost on the Stairs, for inspiration for 

Linda’s Abi Wunder ghost/mystery series, soon to be 

released. And more inspiration from Chris: 

Chris Eboch loves to write for kids because kids love 

to take chances. If we let kids make mistakes, they 

will come out better than when they started out. 

During this grit-your-teeth-and-stay-home mandate, I thought it would be fun to share a few stories and words of inspiration. I 

hope these stories brighten your day as we move closer and closer to our new, almost-normal lives. 
 

Try finding an agent the Clive Cussler-Way 

Author and shipwreck-explorer Clive Cussler, who recently passed away, used the $80 million of his publishing earnings to start a 

real-life National Underwater and Marine Agency (NUMA), the organization his fictional character, Dirk Pitt, spearheaded in the 

22 books Cussler wrote with Pitt as his hero. “The square-jawed Pitt is forever saving the world—and beautiful women—from the 

schemes of evildoers, typically by retrieving lost artifacts from shipwrecks.” In real life, Cussler’s organization located some 60 

shipwrecks, including “a lost Confederate ironclad and a steamship belonging to Cornelius Vanderbilt.” 
 

What a great idea! Think up a fictional pastime for your character and then start one in real life! I'll try it! 
 

If you’re looking for an agent, here’s an idea for you. When Cussler couldn’t interest anyone in his manuscripts, he created a bo-

gus literary agency, and on its fake stationery that he concocted, he became an “industry veteran” about to retire, and offered 

his services to other agents. That’s how he found his longtime agent. 
 

I think I’ll try that, too. Then I can retire from self-publishing! 
 

Cussler went on to write many other works including children’s stories and nonfiction books. When asked if he would ever quit, 

he said in 2015, “H&^% no . . .They may find me behind the computer, just bones and cobwebs.” 
 

To Pseudonym or Not to Pseudonym 

Stephen King couldn’t fool Steve Brown, this astute bookstore clerk, writer, and fanzine publisher, when Brown read Richard 

Bachman’s novels. Brown had a chance to talk on the phone to the author himself when King called him to discuss what to do 

about his famous pseudonym. 
 

In the early 70's, King, who had learned the basics of writing as a staff writer and editor for his high school newspaper and earned 

a B.S. in English at the University of Maine, had written many novels that were repeatedly rejected. While famously living in a 

trailer with his wife, Tabitha Spruce King, also a successful and acclaimed author, and teaching high school English, King wasn’t 

selling anything. He began Carrie, the story of an unpopular high-school girl who possesses a special power, “But after four pages, 

I thought it stank and threw it in the rubbish,” King said. “I came home later and found Tabby had taken them out and left a note. 

‘Please keep going—it’s good.’ Since she’s really stingy with her praise, I did.” 
 

In 1977, King sought to establish an additional outlet for his numerous book ideas. Under the name Richard Bachman, King wrote 

four books: Rage, The Long Walk, Roadwork, and The Running Man. In 1985, King called the Olsson’s Bookstore in Washington, 

D.C. and told Steve Brown, “This is Stephen King. Okay, you know I’m Bachman, I know I’m Bachman, what are we going to do 

about it? Let’s talk.” King's reason? The Bachman titles had been wallowing in relative obscurity. Brown wrote a letter to King’s 

agent telling him as much, and the Bachman name soon perished, King wrote, owing to “cancer of the pseudonym.” 
 

Take heart. If you’re writing under a pseudonym, you might have better luck than Stephen King! 

Inspiration to Brighten your Day 

      By Linda Wilson 
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Submit to the Newsletter! 
Please send any articles, news, and artwork to:  

scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com. For ease of editing, please 
submit within the following guidelines: 

Writing: 

Member News: Please email your news to share to Linda 
Wilson, scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com.  
 

Please submit documents within a word processor 
document: MS Word, Pages, or similar as an attachment 
to your email. 
 

Please do not include large articles in the text of an email 
as they are difficult to grab, copy and paste. 

Please limit articles to 1,000 words, or roughly three  
pages of text. 
 

Please submit short poems related to children and 
writing only. 

File names should follow this format:  

First_Lastname_Titleofarticle_monthyeardate  

(ex: Linda_Wilson_AStoryIWrote_0419.) 

Art: 

Please submit your artwork as a 72 dpi JPG image no  

larger than 8.5x11 in. 
 

Please crop images so there aren’t any borders. 
 

File names should follow this format:  
Lastname_Titleofartwork. 
 

Thank you for your  

 submissions! 

Editors note: While we do our best to be 

accurate, SCBWI New Mexico cannot be 

held responsible for any errors or omis-

sions. Feel free to email news, articles, 

illustrations and comments to Linda Wil-

son at scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com.  

Next Issue: 

Sept/Oct/Nov 

Deadline: 

Aug. 15th 

Regional Advisor:  
Michele Hathaway Tuton    
newmexico-ra@scbwi.org 
 

Assistant Regional Advisor:  
Lee VanBrakle      
newmexico-ara@scbwi.org 
 

Illustrator Coordinator:  
Eddie Edwards 
newmexico-ic@scbwi.org 
 

E-lerts Coordinator:  

Sharon Sivinski                 
scbwi.nm.elerts@gmail.com 
 

Write & Sketch Coordinator (ABQ): 
Kit Rosewater 
rosewaterkit@gmail.com  
 

Critique Group/Shop Talk 
Coordinator (Santa Fe): 
Rachel Stofocik 
newmexico@scbwi.org  
 

Newsletter Editor/Critique Group 
Coordinator, with Genny O’Herron:  
Linda Wilson                       
scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

Published Authors Coordinator: 
Chris Eboch 
chriseboch@gmail.com 

 

Media Coordinator: 
Eddie Edwards 
 

SCBWINMsocialmedia@gmail.com  
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