
1

SCBW I  APR/MAY/JUNE

Contents

Notes from Michele..............................2

Member News......................................3

Events and Workshops........................4

Shop Talks............................................8

Writing Without an Outline -

by Sue Henshon, Ph.D........................10

Member Art.........................................12

Eight Ways to Write Faster –

by Sue Henshon, Ph.D.......................13

THE IRS, THE FBI, AND ME-

Submissions.......................................18

Spring 2018

"Cowgirl Crow"     
Jane Brusetti



2

SCBW I  APR/MAY/JUNE

Notes From Michele
Michele Hathaway Tuton/ Regional Advisor 

Sustaining the Artist’s Heart for the Long Haul

	 At	the	Albuquerque	Shop	Talk	in	January,	we	discussed	how	to	write	through	difficult	
times. During the course of the evening the bedrock question naturally emerged: How do you 
sustain an artist’s heart over the long-haul, no matter what the circumstances? 

 Obviously this deserves its own book, but let’s dive deep, beyond schedules and account-
ability. How in the wide world can you nurture, as Mary Oliver* says so well, “your one wild and 
precious life”  for, well, a lifetime? I don’t have the answers, but I’ll venture a few thoughts. 

 Having a commitment to doing the work and a community to hold you to it is essential. 
We all agree on that. But I need more. I need to nurture curiosity, a sense of wonder. I need reg-
ular forays into unknown territory. That might be as simple as taking a new walking route around 
my neighborhood. It might be trying a new restaurant, maybe going to that museum I’ve been 
meaning to visit for the last ten years or getting on a train with a round trip ticket to anywhere. 
Maybe it is a trip to London for Shakespeare at the Globe. Whether down the street or across the 
world. I need something out of the ordinary, something new that becomes a new part of me.

 Doing is as important as going. Last year I took up Navajo rug weaving. You’ll never see 
my	first	attempt	on	Instagram—if	I	even	had	an	account—but	success	was	never	the	point.	It	
takes a lifetime to become a master weaver, so that’s not happening. I do have the chance to 
smell fresh spun wool, experience the consternation of trial and error, the joy of weavers in com-
munity.	It	is	the	trying	that	counts.	Trying	something	new—a	hobby,	a	sport,	a	language—feeds	
the artist’s soul, enlarges the world.

 Are you feeling blue? Stuck in the middle of your great novel? Are your brushes and pens 
in disarray? Go to the zoo, the aquarium, plan a road trip. You don’t have to go skydiving; won-
der is waiting in your backyard. It’s a New Year. How will you nurture your artist’s heart? 

--Michele

 
*”The Summer Day” by Mary Oliver
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Member News
Illustrator Monica Di Bisceglie recently sold two prints 
to the Lucille Packard Children's Hospital at Stan-
ford,	Palo	Alto,	CA.	They	contacted	her	after	finding	
her work through the SCBWI website. Her work was    
chosen to hang in the pediatric ICU rooms because 
they considered it joyful and uplifting. But what is 
even more special, her youngest son was at that 
hospital 11 years ago to diagnose an autoimmune 
disorder. She jumped at the chance to have her work 
hang there, and considers it a great way to give back 
to	the	wonderful	staff	at	Lucille	Packard.	

  Susan Kent Reed 
recently self pub-
lished	her	first	book,	
"Beatrice, the 
Hip-Hop Bee", 
with IngramSpark.  
When she held the 
first	copy	in	her	
hands, she thought 
to herself, "Oh, my, I 
actually did it!" and 
then she started her 
journey of becoming 
a published author. 

Susan's book hasn't 
followed the con-
ventional path to 
success, but she is 
finding	it	nonetheless,	as	her	little	book	has	taken	on	a	life		
of it's own.     

You	can	find	"Beatrice" in the Explora gift shop, and at 
Bookworks	in	the	North	Valley	where	it	sold	out	the	first	time	
around. It's also at the Plants of the Southwest, where the 
illustrator, Wes Brittenham is the manager, and they've sold 
out twice!  She presented at the Albuquerque Beekeepers 
monthly meeting, and was asked to read at the RailYards 
market. 

The Albuquerque Open Space Visitors Center had a         
"pollinator party", and she read "Beatrice"  there as well.  
In addition, Isleta Reservation Elementary School, invited her 
to read "Beatrice"  when they have their Dr. Seuss night. 

Needless to say, Susan is surprised that this endevor is so 
time consuming, and she says, "so much for retirement!" 

But, what an adventure, and congratulations on your       
success, we're so proud of you!                                            
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Events and Workshops

Barnes & Noble Book Fair 

May 19-20. 

 At Coronado Mall

School Visits: A Workshop with Caroline Starr Rose
Whether you’re published or not, it’s never too early to start thinking 
about author visits.  But how do you even begin? Join Caroline Starr 
Rose	to	discuss	the	unique	qualifications	you	already	have,	how	to	
brainstorm presentation topics, and learn what teachers are look-
ing for. We’ll talk about communicating with schools to set up visits, 
creating your own speaking contract, and deciding what to charge for 
your presentations. Come with your questions and be ready to learn! 

When: May 5, 2018

Where: Rudolfo Anaya Library (Formerly the North Valley Library)

7704 2nd Street NW, Albuquerque, NM  87107

Time: 1-4 pm

This is a free event for SCBWI members. Log into your account at 
www.scbwi.org and sign up on our regional events page.

SAVE THE DATE – SCBWI 
SUMMER CONFERENCE

August 3 – 6, 2018

 in LA, California, http://scbwicon-
ference.blogspot.com/2018/ 

The Heart In Your Art
Join picture book illustrator/author and graphic novelist Matt Faulkner 
for an illustration webinar. He will address the core issues in developing 
an illustrative style that catches the eye and captures the heart! He’ll 
share information on designing dynamic characters and environments, 
developing	a	sketch	process	that	yields	an	underlying	structure	for	final	
art, creating a dummy layout that expresses the written narrative, and 
understanding and applying the essential qualities of color.

DATE: April 9, 2018, 7:30PM-9PM Central

Cost: $15

https://dakotas.scbwi.org/events/the-heart-in-your-art/

Hosted by SCBWI Dakotas

Group Discussion: April 10th
6:00-7:00

Scanning Vs. Photography, what's the 
best way to reproduce your artwork? 

Member lead: Valerie Storey 

North Domingo Baca

Illustrator Weekend Retreat in 
Santa Fe

April 27-28

Contact Melinda Beavers

May 8: 6:00-7:00

Group Discussion

All about websites, including the best and 
worst platforms, SEO, and content

Member lead: OPEN

North Domingo Baca

June 14: 6:00-7:00

Group Discussion: 

Agents for artists: who are they, what are 
they like and what can they do for me?

Member lead: Melinda Beavers

North Domingo Baca
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Enchantment Show 2017 - "Let's get Hangry!!" by Melinda Beavers
For three years in a row, our New Mexico members have come together in the joint project we call the Enchantment Show. 
By now, most of our members know it works by selecting a theme, giving the participating illustrators a chance to create an 
image based on the theme and then randomly pairing an image with a writer, who then creates a one page story about the 
image. That is to say, basically the opposite way the publishing industry works on a regular basis. It’s fun, it’s surprising, and 
it brings us all together to create something really special.

The	theme	for	2017	was	Hangry.	The	Urban	Dictionary	defines	Hangry	as:	When	you	are	so	hungry	that	your	lack	of	food	
causes you to become angry, frustrated, or both. It’s a feeling most of us understand and a relatively new word to the English 
language.

We had some ups and downs during the course of scheduling: We were all set to hang the show at Enra Fergusson Library 
in	July,	only	to	find	out	all	our	top	volunteers	would	be	away	at	the	National	Conference	in	LA	during	our	planned	reception	
& reading. So we decided to move the show to November. Then we lost one of our most dedicated volunteers, Jeanne Bow-

man, when she suddenly had to move out of state (we 
miss you Jeanne, come home soon!). There was some 
scrambling involved to get the show back on track, but 
thanks to our local volunteers we managed to put on 
a great little show with beautifully diverse artwork and 
the thrilling and funny stories they inspired.

We are currently deciding on a theme for this year’s 
show, which will take place in September, again at Erna 
Fergusson Library.
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Hummingbird Fall Retreat – October 26-29, 2017

By Susan Wider

   I love having people here who are doing things for children.

-Hummingbird Music Camp matriarch Wanda Higgins 

 There. I’ve used the morning to work through revision notes for one project, and I’ve used the afternoon 
to paint several watercolors for another project. Now I can hang out with the other attendees here at North 
Campus; have dinner at the oh-so-rustic and welcoming dining hall; and attend a talk about interpreting agent 
responses by Natascha Morris, our agent-in-residence from the BookEnds Literary Agency. One agent. All to our-
selves. 

 And that’s only Friday.

 This is my second SCBWI-NM Fall Retreat, and I have promised myself never to miss another one. The set-
ting at Hummingbird Music Camp in the Jemez Mountains is perfect, complete with deer, lots of bird species, a 
stream for playing Pooh Sticks, hiking trails, OJ the cat, the promise of Sloppy Joes, and even a contradance group 
on retreat at South Campus.

 Then there’s the writing and illustrating. About half of our twenty-person group came up early for the op-
tional Friday “personal day,” an absolute dream of uninterrupted time to simply create. Saturday morning features 
Natascha’s talk about social media and Twitter pitch protocol, and Saturday afternoon includes opportunities for 
pre-arranged individual pitch sessions with her. She’s already prepared written critiques for those who signed up 
for one in advance. Saturday also has room for critique groups—some organized by SCBWI-NM, others organized 
by colleagues themselves, eager to swap manuscripts and share comments. The day concludes with an indoor 
fireside reading for those who wish to participate. I am captivated by Michele Tuton’s piece for the Enchantment 
Show, and by Lisa Allen’s poem about her family’s ranch—her apple-pecan cake is amazing, too. We also have the 
chance to flip through Melinda Beavers’ sketchbook, an experience that should make textile designers swoon.

 Sunday morning brings two more presentations from Natascha on branding and on working with an agent. 
Then there’s the competitive conclusion of a silent auction, and a general sense of uplift as we all head back to 
our normal surroundings. Value for money? It doesn’t get much better than this. Opportunities to write, reflect, 
make art, sleep, share with friends? Plentiful. 

Kudos to the organizers, and here’s looking forward to our next Fall Retreat, October 24-27, 2019!
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Third Saturday Critique Group
Third Saturdays,  Noon to 2:00 p.m.,  

Erna Ferguson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE, Albuquerque

Events and Workshops

Yarnspinners Meeting
 
The Santa Fe SCBWI critique group Yarnspinners 
has settled on LAST WEDNESDAYS for a regular 
monthly meeting.

Where:  the Pick Room in the Main (downtown) 
library, corner of Washington and Marcy Sts.  
When:  2 to 4, unless otherwise noted.  
Why:  because we always learn from each other 
and juice up each other’s creative process!

For further information, contact Paige Grant:  
paigeanna@comcast.net.

Jane Brusetti

Jane Brusetti

Jane Brusetti
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Shop Talks

All shop talks are located at Room 6,  
North Domingo Baca Multi generational Center,  

7521 Carmel Ave NE, Albuquerque, NM 87113

For Illustrators 6PM: 
 Announcements:

The Stories Behind Your Story

In this webinar, picture book author/illustrator Matt Faulkner will focus on constructing the three core avenues 
to crafting your story: weaving enticing plots, breathing life into believable characters and developing compel-
ling settings.

DATE: April 16, 2018, 7:30PM-9PM Central

Cost: $15

https://dakotas.scbwi.org/events/the-stories-behind-your-story/

Hosted by SCBWI Dakotas

Albuquerque Shop Talks - Illustrators at 6pm and Writers at 7pm
Shop Talks are the second Tuesday of each month, 7-8:30 PM. We meet at North Domingo Baca Multigenerational 
Center, 7521 Carmel Ave NE. We're usually in Classroom 6, which is upstairs. (However, double check the digital 
schedule board downstairs, or ask at the desk, in case Domingo Baca makes changes.) Topics are subject to change.

UNM CONTINUING ED WRITERS CONFERENCE – FROM START TO SALES XIV

When: April 14,

Where: UNMCE in Albuquerque

For more info:   http://ce.unm.edu/enrichment/classes/writers-conference.php

This year, they will have a few agents and editors who are looking for children and YA books, Attendees will be 
able to pitch to the agent/editor of their choice (writers should email Lorena Hughes, lalore74@yahoo.com, to 
reserve a spot). Also, attendees will be able to sit with them during lunch.

Note: UNMCE Writers Conference is not sponsored by SCBWI-NM

For Writers 7PM:
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For Writers 7PM:
April 10: Story Genius Discussion
We’ve been hearing great buzz about Story Genius: How to Outline Your Novel Using the Secrets of Brain 
Science, by Lisa Cron. Three authors who have used this book as guidance for their writing will lead a 
workshop introducing the basic ideas. Join Sharon Sivinski, Michele Hathaway Tuton, and Caroline Rose 
as they share tips based on the book. Come prepared for the exercises with an idea you have for a story 
of any length. If you do not have an idea ready, we'll provide some options.

May 8: Should You Change Direction?
Maybe you've been writing children's books for a long time. A very long time. And yet you haven't been 
able to sell your work. Or you've had some sales, but now your career seems to have stalled. Is it time 
to try another genre? Should you consider self-publishing? Can your manuscript(s) be saved with major 
revisions? How can you tell? Bring your questions and experiences for an open discussion.

June 12: Super Settings with Michele Hathaway Tuton
TBA

July 10: Best Advice
What books, classes, podcasts etc. have you found most helpful? Bring your favorite and be ready to 
share one or two great writing tips.

August 14: First Pages Critique
The	New	Mexico	conference	will	be	here	before	you	know	it!	You'll	have	the	opportunity	to	submit	a	first	
page for public review by the guest editor. You may also sign up for a critique with the visiting editor or 
agent.	Get	ready	by	bringing	your	first	page	for	feedback.	Pages	can	be	anonymous	if	you	prefer.	Bring	
15 to 20 copies of your double-spaced opening page of a novel (200 words maximum) or 3 to 5 text 
pages of a picture book.

September 11: Captivating Queries
TBA

October 9: Reviewing Nonfiction: the Sibert Awards
“The Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Medal is awarded annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of 
the most distinguished informational picture book published in the United States in English during the 
preceding	year.”	We'll	look	at	the	2018	winners	and	finalists.	What	made	them	so	great?	What	can	we	
learn	from	them,	whether	we	want	to	write	nonfiction	or	fiction?
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Writing Without an Outline
By Suzanna E. Henshon, Ph.D.

Have you ever written a novel without an outline? So often writers feel the need to plan 
everything out ahead of time, instead of allowing their story to develop organically.  But this 
can result in a plot that feels contrived and in characters who are too predictable. 

 

But is this really a mistake?  By imposing a plot upon a group of characters, do we run the 
risk of shortchanging our readers?  In this article, I will talk about some of the benefits of let-
ting your imagination move freely through the tapestry of a story.

 

Writing without an outline is the ultimate risk, particularly if you are writing a novel.  Of 
course it is ideal to write a poem or even a short story without an outline, but to go the dis-
tance with a 200 page novel takes guts - and chutzpah.  Do you really want to do it?

 

If you are feeling like you want to write without an outline, it is important to have a laid-
back attitude about your writing.  You don't want to pretend like you are writing without an 
outline, only to be constricted by this lack of structure midway through your work.  You have 
to be comfortable with your writing, and have confidence in your story to make this a suc-
cessful venture. You have to believe in your story, and be willing to let it happen naturally.

 

Writing without an outline doesn't mean you just plunge toward the computer and start typ-
ing.  Many people don't realize that you can think through the story first, even if you don't 
write a specific outline.  I have heard from many people who just sat down and started typ-
ing, only to discover their text has no direction. Before you start typing, you may want to 
think through the story.

 

Close your eyes and imagine the possibilities.  But it is important not to be too constricted by 
your vision of the final story.  You want to think about possible scenarios, and logical endings 
without tying yourself down to one central story too quickly.
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Get comfortable.  Whether you are a night owl or a morning writer, the important thing 
is that you feel comfortable in your writing space.  This writing space could be anything 

from a bookstore café to your bedroom.  It’s important that you feel calm, collected, and 
ready for the muse to hit you with a few creative ideas.

Think outside a linear perspective.  When you write without an outline, you have the 
chance to go outside the traditional "triangle" plotline that is taught in English classes.  You 
may even be compelled to write a different storyline.  Can you imagine an entirely new way 
of telling a story?  Nothing But the Truth by Avi is a wonderful example of a story stretch-
ing outside the traditional linear structure.  Can you write something equally innovative?

 

Imagine what your story can be.  Many people get stuck in the traditional linear structure 
in which there is a conflict, rising action, and finally a resolution.  They have to construct a 
sequence of events that will fit this paradigm.  But when you write without an outline, your 
characters can dictate the trail of your story.  You can imagine all sorts of different possi-
bilities once you are no longer limited by a linear model.

 

Write freely.  An outline can be wonderful, if it gives you direction.  But too often writers 
feel constricted by outlines.  So when you let go of your outline, you may be surprised at how 
freely you can write, how your writing is more creative and more original at the same time.  
In the worst case scenario, you can always take what you have written and edit it later.

 

If you feel like you can’t write without an outline, read Ron Carlson Writes a Story.  This is 
a wonderful book in which Carlson explains the beauty of writing a short story without an 
outline; the lines follow each other, and he doesn’t think any further ahead than the next 
line of text.  Nevertheless, the story emerges beautifully on the page and it makes logical 
sense because the characters act out their own agendas.  Who could ask for anything more?
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"Baby and Mama" by Lois Bradley

Megan Hellwig
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Eight Ways to Write Faster
by Sue Henshon

Wouldn't you love to write faster?  Most writers would love to increase their writing speed.   But 
would you really write with the same quality?  Believe it or not, writing quickly can actually lead to 
better quality work, provided that you put the time on the back end to do revisions.  Here are some 
tips for how to write faster - and how to increase your productivity.

Think positively.  If you sit down with a notebook and expect to write a short story or a poem, you'll 
get it done.  If you doubt your ability as a writer, this will slow down your progress.  So hit the 
keyboard with positive expectations - and you'll be surprised at how quickly words appear on the 
screen.

Trust your ability as a writer.  Many writers doubt the value of their stories.  They second-guess 
their	ability	to	finish	a	novel.		But	if	you	trust	in	your	ability	as	a	writer,	you	will	be	able	to	finish	
these longer projects.  You may try giving yourself a pep talk before you start writing.

Don't wait for the muse to strike.  Jane Yolen advocates sitting down at the computer and typing 
away, even if you don't feel like it.  Of course Writer's Block can happen to anyone, but if you type a 
few sentences you'll feel a sense of accomplishment.  So don't wait for inspiration to strike; remem-
ber that most great achievements involved 99% perspiration and 1% inspiration.

Write	quickly.		When	you	write	quickly,	you'll	get	into	the	flow	of	your	creative	process.	You'll	feel	
good, and the story will rapidly begin appearing on your computer screen.  You won't notice time 
passing, or think about spelling mistakes.  So write quickly, and don't worry about making mistakes. 
No	one	is	going	to	read	your	first	draft	but	you!

Don't	edit	as	you	write	your	first	draft.		It	can	be	difficult	to	write	a	story	or	novel	without	editing	
as you go along, but writing your draft all the way through is essential.  Remember, if you stop and 
start	editing	your	story,	you'll	begin	to	doubt	it.		You'll	lose	your	flow.		You'll	let	the	inner	critic	get	a	
piece	of	the	action,	and	he	may	well	tell	you	that	your	piece	isn't	worth	finishing.		So	write	the	first	
draft all the way through, and edit later.

Go for a walk.  Sometimes exercise can help you get your mind going.  So head to yoga class, or 
hit the swimming pool.  Or just head outside and enjoy your front yard.  When you give yourself 
permission to exercise, it rejuvenates your mind and enhances your writing performance.

Never forget that you are a writer. Every writer starts out without a single credential or publica-
tion.		Whether	you	are	writing	your	first	article	or	your	tenth	book,	it's	important	to	remember	that	
the act of writing makes you a writer; your credibility as a writer is not dependent upon getting a 
publication.
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Fake it till you make it.  You may doubt yourself.  You may wonder why you started this project.  You 
may get frustrated or upset with your writing.  If you are new to writing, you may wonder if your 
pieces	are	up	to	snuff.	Do	you	really	have	the	credentials	to	write	that	article?		Are	you	really	qualified	
to	write	this	book?		The	answer	is	yes;	you	need	to	believe	that	you	are	qualified	to	write	this	piece,	
and in writing it you will establish your own credibility.

In conclusion, it may feel like you are writing too quickly.  But there are plenty of writers who can 
churn out 10-20 pages a day.  So believe in your own creativity, hit the keyboard, and try to write on 
a regular basis.  Above all, don't give yourself time to second-guess your ability.  Nurture your muse, 
and let your inner critic sit on the sidelines.  Most of all, have fun with writing, and eventually you'll 
end up with a manuscript that is publishable.

Megan Hellwig

"Sara's Pet" -Monica Di Bisceglie
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Submit to the Newsletter! 

Volunteers: 
REGIONAL ADVISOR 

Michele Hathaway Tuton 
newmexico@scbwi.org

ASSISTANT REGIONAL ADVISOR 
Shirley Duke 

newmexico-ara@scbwi.org

ILLUSTRATOR COORDINATOR  
Melinda Beavers 

newmexico-ic@scbwi.org

ELERTS 
Sharon Sivinski 

scbwi.nm.elerts@gmail.com

SHOP TALK COORDINATOR (ABQ) 
Chris Eboch 

chriseboch@members.authorsguild.net

NEWSLETTER EDITOR    
Monica Di Bisceglie 

scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com

SANTA FE YARNSPINNERS 
Paige Grant, Facilitator 

paigeanna@comcast.net

Please send any articles, news, and artwork to:  
scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com 

For ease of editing, please submit within the following 
guidelines: 

Writing: 
•Please submit documents within a word processor  
document: MS Word, Pages, or similar as an attach-
ment with your email.  
•Please do not include large articles as the text of an 
email as they are difficult to grab, copy and paste.  
•Please limit articles to 1,000 words, or roughly 3 
pages of text.  
•File names should follow this format:  
First_Lastname_Titleofarticle_monthyeardate  
(ex: Jeanne_Bowman_AStoryIWrote_0416)

Art: 
•Please submit your artwork as a 72 dpi JPG image no 
larger than 8.5X11in.  
•Please crop images so there aren’t any  borders. 
•File names should follow this format:  
First_Lastname_Titleofartwork_monthyear 

Editors note:  While all the information in our newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge, always double-check!   
SCBWI New Mexico cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions.  We are always interested in upcoming info, news from members, articles, 

anything that space (and good taste) permits.  Feel free to email information or comments to Monica Di Bisceglie at : 
scbwinmnewsletter@gmail.com. 

back credit: http://all-free-download.com/free-vector/download/mu-
sical_abstract_background_311420_download.html


